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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
 
This weekend we celebrate the fourth Sunday of 
Easter. In the Gospel we read Jesus describing 
himself as the good shepherd who knows his 
sheep and for whom he is prepared to give his life. 
He describes his flock as one which grows as new 
sheep join; these are equally loved and known by 
the shepherd. This passage really challenges us all 
to be inclusive and committed to those with whom 
their care has been entrusted to us, whether this is 
within our families, our place of work and at St 
Joan’s.  
 
Year 11 and Year 13 Assessments 

 
Students in Years 11 and 13 have made a very 
positive start to the assessment period that we are 
now in. Their conduct going into and during the 
assessments is exactly what we would expect. In 
addition it has been very encouraging to see students 
revising in small groups, supporting each other 
around the school. They are really presenting 
themselves as positive role models to the younger 
members of the school community.  
 
The Big Ask 
 
You may have seen in the news that the new 

Children’s 
Commissioner, 

Rachel de 
Sousa, has 
launched a 

consultation with children, young 
people and adults. It aims to find out children’s 
concerns and aspirations about the future, so that we 
can put children at the heart of our country’s recovery 
from the Covid-19 pandemic. Students will be 
introduced to ‘The Big Ask’ and the work of the 
Children’s Commissioner in their PSHEE lessons 
over the coming weeks. You can find more 
information about ‘The Big Ask’ at:  
 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask
/resources/  
 
 
 

Online safety 
 
On Wednesday 21st April the Internet Watch 
Foundation launched a 
campaign, supported 
by the Home Office 
and Microsoft in 
response to the fact that 
in the last year, “self-
generated” child sexual abuse 
imagery has increased by 77% and is a third of all 
child sexual abuse material identified and removed 
from the internet. These included images of girls as 
young as 11. The campaign aims to help raise 
awareness of this type of criminality among parents 
and carers of young teens, empower and educate 
girls aged 11 to 13+ to spot the techniques used by 
sexual predators and give them the knowledge to 
Block, Report, Tell someone they trust. It is a national 
campaign running from Wednesday 21st April for six 
weeks. You can find out more on the IWF website, as 
well as specific pages for parents and young people. 
This is an issue which the PSHEE team do explore 
with students as part of the Relationships and Sex 
Education programme, but discussions at home are 
key for reducing the risks of our young people being 
exploited by others.  
 
And finally  . . .  
 
Many thanks, once again to families who were able to 
contribute to our fund raising for Helen and Douglas 
House. The final total was £600 which I know will be 
very much appreciated by the staff who work there. 
The work they do is phenomenal and as I have 
mentioned before, over 80% of funding comes from 
charitable donations, so every penny really does 
count.  

 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School  
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