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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

The Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 
The second reading in this Sunday’s Mass is from 
the first letter of John, in which we are reminded of 
the key to eternal life - belief in Jesus as the Son of 
God and to love one another as he commanded. In 
the Gospels Jesus explains how we can love 
others, by offering a simple rule of thumb – as I love 
myself, or put it another way treat others as I would 
want to be treated. In a world where it seems that 
everything has to be complicated and at a time 
when we seem to be overloaded with stresses and 
emotions, how refreshing to be presented with a 
simpler way of responding to those we meet as we 
go through our daily lives. 
 
Anniversary of Mr Mongoue 
 
Today we remember Mr Mongoue on the first 
anniversary of his death. After school today the MFL 
department will be leading the staff in an act of 
remembrance, by planting a shrub in the school 
grounds. We pray for the repose of his soul and for 
his family, friends and colleagues as they continue to 
learn to live without his physical presence. 
 

The Big Ask 
 
In last week’s 
newsletter I 
wrote about 
the Big Ask, 
the survey 

launched by the Children’s Commissioner, Rachel de 
Sousa. In this week’s PSHEE lessons students spent 
time reflecting on the impact of the pandemic and the 
lockdowns of the last 12 months. I was pleased to be 
able to join one of the Year 9 form groups for this 
lesson. The comments and thoughts of the students 
were extremely insightful. They were able to articulate 
with clarity the challenges and the positives which 
came out of their personal experiences and how they 
were able to understand themselves more as a 
person. A number of them agreed that they now place 
a greater value on the purpose and importance of 
education and being able to be in school. They 
recognised that school gives them much more than 

just lessons in specific subjects. Students have now 
completed the survey, but I do encourage you to have 
conversations with your children about their views 
and experiences of the pandemic and share with 
them what you have also learned through this time. 
More information about the Big Ask can be found by 
clicking on the link below.  
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask
/resources/ 
 

Accent’s Pop-Up Cafe Theme day   

 
Yesterday, students were treated to one of Accent’s 
pop-up dining events. On the menu was katsu curry - 
chicken and sweet potato options. One of the 
students who tucked into the curry commented on 
how it presented good competition to the pizzas which 
were also on sale.  
 

 
 
 

Herts for Learning report on the school’s 
Remote Online Learning provision 

 
In a previous newsletter in early March, I mentioned 
that Herts for Learning’s district school effectiveness 
advisor, Linda Hardman, met a number of staff to 
review the level and quality of provision for students 
so they were able to continue their learning during the 
last lockdown. I am delighted to share with you today 
the full report which accompanies this newsletter and 
is now posted on the school website. We were able to 
use the feedback parents had given us during the 
lockdown and comments staff had received from 
students to support this review.  
 
Please try to find time to read the report and 
recognise and celebrate your role as parents in 
ensuring that our students, your children, were able 
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to fully engage in learning - not just in terms of formal 
lessons but in developing the skills to be able to 
successfully use Google classrooms and other 
learning platforms and respond to this different form 
of teaching and learning. Never before has the 
partnership between home and school been so 
important.  
 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead as well as 
an enjoyable Bank holiday weekend. 

 
Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 


