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Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 

 
 
In the Gospel reading for this Sunday we are 
instructed by Jesus to “love one another as I love you” 
He then goes on to say, “No one has greater love than 
this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”. In other 
words, the love we have for each other is sacrificial. 
Love requires a sort of death to self.  It requires us to 
look to the other person first, putting their needs 
before ours.  This requires true sacrifice and 
selflessness. It requires our time, our patience, our 
service to others and it is through this complete act of 
love, that we become enriched by the presence of the 
resurrected Christ who did indeed lay down his life for 
us.   

 
Year 11 and 13 Assessments 
 
We are now moving onto the practical assessments 
which will contribute to the evidence needed. I have 
written to parents and students explaining what will be 
happening over the next few weeks and included 
supporting key documents. If you haven’t received 
the letter which was sent via email please check your 
spam folder. We have been really impressed with the 
way the students have conducted themselves 
throughout this period.  

 
Attitude to Learning Grades 
 
As you know the Attitude to Learning Grades allow us 
to recognise the commitment to learning of our 

students across the school as well as identifying 
where further support and interventions need to be 
put in place to enable those who are finding learning 
difficult. We have just completed this round of ATLs 
based on classwork and behaviour.  
 
Having looked at the grades I’m delighted with the 
number of students who have achieved a perfect ATL 
score. These students are as follows: 
 
Year 8:  
Samantha Townsend and Julia Woch 
 
Year 9:  
Amelie Jones, Lilla Pearson, Abigail Wickens, 
Leanne Sava, Niamh Trendell, Ag Genovea, Patrick 
Gorman, Helena Grennan and Charlotte Morgan 
 
Year 10:  
Hannah Anathanam, Eve Coulson, Madeleine Drury, 
Niamh Lloyd White and Carlita Rahaman 
 
Year 12:  
Nicholas D’Urso, Henrietta Grimes, Erin O’Brien, 
Isobel Quinn, Ceri Thomson and Kacper Zieziulewicz 
 
Special commendation goes to both Oliver Rosario 
and Lucie Ashroft in Year 12 for achieving the perfect 
ATL score twice in a row.  
 
Well done to them all! 
 
Remember Attitude to Learning Grades are not based 
on attainment but on the effort that students apply to 
their learning.  

 
The Big Ask  
 
I mentioned in last 
week’s newsletter that 
students had been 
engaging in the Big 
Ask survey which had 
been launched by the 
Children’s Commissioner, Rachel de Souza. 
Yesterday we received an email from the 
Commissioner. She wrote the following: 

 
I wanted to write today to say a big thank you for 
everything your school has done so far to support 
our survey The Big Ask. 
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Already tens of thousands of children across 
England have filled in the Big Ask, and I’m really 
pleased to tell you that your school is in the top 
ten schools in the whole country for the number 
of completed returns. 
  
Thank you again for helping us to give your 
students a voice – their contribution to the survey 
is invaluable. The survey is open until May 28th so 
there is still time for anyone who hasn’t taken part 
to do so. 
  
Best Wishes, 
 
Rachel 
 
If your son or daughter was not able to take part in the 
survey last week in school, please encourage them to 
do so at home by clicking on this link: 
www.thebigask.uk 
 
There is also an adult survey to capture the views of 
parents and teachers about the future of our young 
people. You will find this survey using the same link. 
 

Online Safety Letter from Herts for Learning  
 
Attached to this newsletter is Herts for Learning’s 
parents Online Safety News. This includes useful 
information and links for parents of children of all 
ages.   

 
Reporting Student Absence 

The text message system for reporting a child’s 
absence is currently not working.  Therefore, please 
only report an absence by email at 
admin@joa.herts.sch.uk or by calling the absence 
line number which is 0844 239 3351 - press option 
1 to leave a message. 
 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

 
Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 
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