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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

It is refreshing to see how all of our students, 

especially those new to the school, have settled in 

so well and are engaging with both the curricular 

and extra-curricular opportunities available at St 

Joan’s. Student attitudes, in the classrooms I have 

visited, have been exceptional and they should be 

congratulated on the positive start they have made 

to this academic year. It is important that you 

reinforce the message we have been giving to all 

students this week, which is to ensure the work 

completed now is to the best of their ability as this 

will help lay the foundations for success later in this 

academic year and future years. 

OPEN EVENTS for prospective students 
 

 
 

As I mentioned in last week’s newsletter, we are 

already preparing to welcome large numbers of 

visitors to the school who wish to consider St 

Joan’s as the secondary school of choice for their 

children at our Open Events on the evening of 

Thursday 7th and morning of Friday 8th October. 

These events are extremely important to our school 

and an ideal opportunity for us to demonstrate what 

is so special about St Joan’s. We know that our 

students are excellent ambassadors for our school, 

and therefore we expect all students to be available 

for these events. Visitors to our school will always 

seek to ask students about the ‘lived experience’ in 

our school, which is another reason why, unlike 

most schools, we invite prospective families to also 

visit the school when it is operating as on a normal 

day, such as the Friday morning event. 

To facilitate these events, school will need to close 

slightly earlier on Thursday 7th October at 2:00pm. 

There are two main reasons for this. Firstly, this 

enables the school to be cleaned and prepared to 

receive our visitors. The second is to enable 

students to go home, have some rest and food 

before returning at 5:30pm to support the activities 

and events taking place during the Open Evening. 

Whilst the evening officially starts at 6:00pm, 

students are expected to be back on site at 5:30pm 

and please ensure students are collected at         

9:00 pm when the event ends.  

On Friday 8th October we hold an ‘Open Morning’ 

where parents can view students participating in 

lessons. School will close after the ‘Open Morning’ 

has finished at 12:30pm to facilitate staff training. 

Thank you in anticipation of your support. 

Our school website already has several useful 

short video presentations about school life at            

St Joan's and a virtual tour of the school facilities to 

assist families, as much as possible, with the key 

information prospective applicants should need to 

help make the best decision for their child.  

Information regarding admission to St Joan’s can 

be found on the school website through this link 

and applications forms can be collected from the 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/282/admissions
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main school reception or by emailing 

admissions@joa.herts.sch.uk 

SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

Please remember that the school will be closed on 
Thursday 30th September for a staff training day. 
Other training days during the school year, when 
the school will also be closed to students are: 

 Friday 22nd October 2021 

 Friday 26th November 2021 

 Monday 29th November 2021 (Occasional Day) 

 Monday 21st February 2022 

 Monday 27th June 2022 
 
Other significant school dates can be found on the 
school website via this link: 

 

SCHOOL CALENDAR   TERM DATES 

The national Macmillan Coffee Morning takes place 
on Friday 24th September and is an event we have 
supported for many years, including last year’s 
‘Virtual Coffee Morning’. The school community 
have always been incredibly generous, either by 
baking, selling, and buying cakes, or by simply 
making online donations. Whilst we would like to 
host a traditional MCM with a cake sale, given the 
current situation with the pandemic, we do not feel 
this is appropriate. Instead, we will run a ‘Virtual 
Coffee Morning’ in the same way as we did last 
year.  
 
We would therefore like to ask you to consider 
donating online, possibly equivalent to either the 
cost of the ingredients that may have gone into the 
cakes that would have been baked, or the money 
that would have been spent buying them.  

You can do so via the ‘My Child at School’ app. Any 
amount will be greatly appreciated, and we thank 
you in advance for your support.  
 

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
 

A key element of personal happiness is an attitude 
of gratitude. Choosing to be grateful for what we 

have, instead living in contempt of what we don't, 
is a proven way of feeling better about life. This isn't 
a new thing! It is wisdom that’s contained 
throughout the scriptures. 
 

In the First Reading of Friday's Mass (17/9) we 
read St Paul warning Timothy about living to have 
more. He writes: "We brought nothing into the 
world, and we can take nothing out of it; but as long 
as we have food and clothing, let us be content with 
that. People who long to be rich are a prey to 
temptation; they get trapped into all sorts of foolish 
and dangerous ambitions which eventually plunge 
them into ruin and destruction." 
 

Lives are ruined and families broken as having 
more becomes the benchmark of success. A lack 
of gratitude and desire to have what others' have 
can change us in ways that effect every area of our 
lives. In Sunday's Second Reading (19/9) St James 
warns: "Wherever you find jealousy and ambition, 
you find disharmony, and wicked things of every 
kind being done." 
 

The problem with the pursuit of 'more' is that there's 
never enough. There is always somebody that has 
more it seems. We are longing for something that 
will truly satisfy, and Jesus proposes a solution in 
Sunday's Gospel: "If anyone wants to be first, he 
must make himself last of all and servant of all." 
 

Gratitude and gratefulness lead to generosity and 
service. Once we discover the inexhaustible joy 
that comes from giving, we begin to live differently 
changing the lives of others - building God's 
Kingdom here on earth. But it all starts with being 
grateful for what we have already. 
 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 
 
Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 
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