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Weekly Newsletter 

Welcome to this week’s information update. I am 

aware that since the start of term there have 

been a lot of communications sent from school 

covering a whole range of items and that some 

parents are feeling inundated with emails. 

However, please be assured that if we did not 

feel it was important information for you, your 

children or your family, we would not be passing 

these through to you. The recent letters from 

PHE and Hertfordshire LA provide key 

information about how we can all take steps to 

reduce the current rise in cases of Covid-19 

across the UK, beyond the measures we have 

adopted in school to reduce the risk of 

transmission of the virus. Once again, I would 

like to thank you for ensuring your children 

understand the importance of these measures, 

particularly the improvements in complying with 

the regulations for travel and group sizes when 

travelling to and from school. It would be helpful 

to ensure that students carry spare face 

coverings with them at all times, particularly if 

they are using the disposable type, as we have 

seen an increase this week with students who 

have either lost or dropped their mask at some 

point during the school day. 

Remote learning 

You will have gathered from recent Government 

briefings that schools will be kept open wherever 

possible and only closed for all students if there 

was a full lockdown. Planning to support the 

education of a varying number of students who 

may be required to self-isolate for a range of 

reasons, presents a different challenge to 

support remote learning  because we are likely 

to have groups of students who will need to be 

taught by the same teacher, at the same time, 

who are both in school and isolating at home. 

However, we have gained a lot from our recent 

experience and we have identified the aspects of 

remote learning that we found enabled students 

to remain engaged and continue to make 

progress with their education. One such area 

was the development and use of the G Suite 

education platform, particularly through Google 

Classroom and Google Meet. Our staff training 

last Monday therefore focused on developing our 

plans to support remote learning for students 

through this platform. For those of you who are 

unfamiliar with Google Classrooms, it brings the 

benefits of paperless sharing and digital 

collaboration within a virtual classroom. The 

platform enables teachers to post assignments, 

distribute and collect assignments, as well as 

providing course materials teachers can 

communicate directly with students about their 

classwork, post reminders and give students 

feedback. It is free to access and through the 

Google Meet function can provide remote real 

time learning. 

Many staff and students are already utilising 

Google Classroom following its successful 

introduction last summer. However, we are also 

aware that we have a large number of students 

who have not yet used, or previously had access 

to Google Classroom. Therefore, during the 

course of next week, all students will receive a 

Google Classroom induction session which will 

provide information about accessing and 

submitting work and how teachers will provide 

links through Google Classroom to enable 

students to continue to engage with their normal 

teaching timetable (wherever possible) should 

they be required to self-isolate and obviously are 

well enough to participate in learning. 

We will also shortly be able to provide parents 

with a help sheet containing ‘good to know’ 

information about Google Classroom and how 

you can engage with your children to support 

their learning via this platform. 

Coronavirus symptoms 

Please remember, that if your child should 

develop any one of the coronavirus symptoms; a 

new continuous cough, a fever, or has  a loss or  
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change to sense of smell, they must not come 

into school and you should seek medical advice 

whilst self-isolating. 

Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Today is the designated annual ‘Macmillan 

Coffee Morning’. As I mentioned last week, 

regrettably due to the current restrictions we will 

be unable to support the event this year in the 

same way in which we have done so in the past 

with a cake sale. However, as a school we would 

still like to make a donation to Macmillan Cancer 

Support because of the fantastic support they 

provide for those effected by cancer.  

Thank you to all those who have already 

responded to my request last week to consider 

making a donation, (suggesting the equivalent to 

either the cost of the ingredients that may have 

gone into the cakes or the money that would 

have been spent buying them!). To those that 

have not yet been able to donate, please 

consider making a donation to this excellent 

cause.  

You can donate through your child’s Parent Pay 

account facility which can be accessed via the 

‘My Child at School’ app. Any amount will be 

greatly appreciated, and we thank you for your 

support. As a school, we are already looking 

forward to hosting the event next year and 

making it an even more memorable occasion in 

2021.  

Library Books 

Before lockdown, we encouraged as many 

students as possible to borrow reading books 

from the school library. As such, we had more 

than 600 books on loan. Now that we are back, it 

would be great if all of these resources were 

available again for the entire student body. The 

students have been sent individual emails letting 

them know that they have overdue books, but it 

would be a great help if you, the parents, could 

help us in finding any school library books that 

might still be at home, and ensure that they are 

returned. 

Sixth Form Parliament Workshop  

 

Earlier this week, Sixth Form Politics students 

from Year 12 and Year 13 participated in a virtual 

workshop session provided by the Parliamentary 

Education Department. In previous years, 

students have been able to visit Parliament to 

gain a better insight into the working of 

Parliament, the democratic process in the UK 

and the importance of using their vote. Following 

this session, information has been sent out this 

week to all sixth form parents to promote to 

children who are 16 years old and over, to 

register to vote. This can be done via the 

following link: https://www.gov.uk/register-to-

vote  

Inclement Weather 

We are entering the time of year when the 

weather can change considerably during the 

course of the school day. With temperatures 

dropping and more frequent spells of rain 

forecast, please ensure that your child has a 

suitable coat for the weather conditions and 

takes extra care to remain warm and dry when 

travelling to and from school 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 

ahead. 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 
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