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Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Seventh Sunday of Easter – The Ascension into 
Heaven 

 
From this week there is a new section to the weekly 
newsletter - Chaplain’s Corner. In this section Liam 
will share with us his thoughts and reflections. This 
might be on the readings from Mass on Sunday, or 
a Saint’s Feast Day or something that has occurred 
during the week which may be challenging. You 
can find this week’s Chaplain’s Corner at the end 
of the newsletter.  
 
Face Coverings from Monday 17th May 

On Monday 10th  May the Government announced 
that as part of the next stage of its roadmap out of 
lockdown, there will be changes to the expectations 
around mask wearing in schools. 

From Monday, face coverings are not compulsory 
in class. Whilst students are also not expected to 
wear masks in communal areas the leadership 
team has decided that given our narrow corridors 
with limited ventilation, both adults and students 
will continue wearing masks when in these areas. 
This will be under constant review. If any student or 
member of staff wish to continue wearing a mask 
in the classroom this is permissible. Students will 
still be expected to wear masks in shops, on public 
transport and school buses. Back in September 
last year we adopted the same stance before 
wearing masks in communal areas was 
recommended by the DfE. Our students have been 
extremely compliant with the expectations of 
wearing face coverings and I know they will be 
delighted not to wear them in the classroom, 
especially as the weather is showing signs of 
warming up. I have no doubt that they will continue 
to be committed to the school’s expectations of 
mask wearing in the corridors for just a little bit 
longer.  

We will also be continuing with other systems of 
controls, which includes regular sanitising of 
communal areas and equipment and making sure 

students sanitise their hands when entering 
buildings and the canteen.  

Please continue the home testing and reporting of 
test results. We have had a very low number of 
positive cases since September and consequently 
a very low number of students and staff having to 
self-isolate. This is due to the diligence of the whole 
school community. As we now have less 
restrictions, and with the concerns of the new 
variant, it is important that we don’t become 
complacent.   
 
CathARTic Project 
 
This week saw the 
beginning of a 
collaborative art 
project being run for 
students in school by 
Cathartic C. I. C, a 
local arts 
organisation. The group, made up of students from 
different year groups, led by Nicky Day and Maria 
Todesco, are working together to both design and 
build a piece of artwork which is being created in 
memory of Grace Gaskell, providing a place of 
comfort, happiness and reflection for students and 
staff alike. Cathartic had the privilege of working 
with Grace before she passed away and as part of 
Grace's memorial fund, donations were kindly 
made to Cathartic to enable this project to take 
place. As well as the fact that this project is part of 
Grace’s legacy to the school, the project has an 
additional “specialness” as Maria Todesco is a past 
student of St Joan’s. We will share the outcome of 
this project in due course. If you would like to see 
more of the therapeutic work of Cathartic checkout 
their website at  www.catharticcic.com  
 
Year 11 and 13 Assessment Information 
 
Further to the information I sent to parents last 
week, we have sent another document this week to 
parents and students from Ofqual. This document 
explains the whole assessment process including 
the selection of evidence, how to raise genuine and 
valid concerns, the appeals process and the 
autumn exam series.  

http://www.catharticcic.com/
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End of Year Assessments for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 
and 12 

 
Parents will have received details regarding the 
end of year assessments and UCAS 
indicator exams which will be taking place in the 
weeks after the half term break. Teachers are 
ensuring students have revision lists. Please do 
encourage your children to start planning some 
revision - little and often is best - especially over the 
half term break. For Years 7-9 these assessments 
must not be seen as high stake exams, but as a 
means for students to get into good revision habits 
and for teachers to determine gaps in learning so 
they can make adjustments as they begin 
curriculum planning for next year. For Year 10 
these assessments are important for experiencing 
and responding to GCSE style questions in exam 
conditions. For Year 12, these exams will allow 
staff to provide fair predicted grades for UCAS 
applications.  
 
Punctuality 

 
As you know lessons begin at 8.45am every 
morning. This means students must be in school by 
8.40am by the very latest in order to get to their 
classroom on time. Disappointingly there are still 
too many students arriving at school late. We know 
that there can be train delays and that there is 
“traffic” - a regular excuse given for tardiness, but 
this has to be factored in when planning the 
optimum time for leaving home in the mornings. It 
would seem that too many are cutting it fine and 
this is not acceptable. If it is possible for a large 
number of students to get into school in good 
time, then it is possible for all. There will naturally 
be exceptions, to which we will respond with 
understanding. Good time-keeping is an essential 
life skill and one we all have a responsibility of 
developing with our young people. If you know your 
child is regularly late for school please discuss the 
reasons why and put measures in the place to help 
them improve their time-keeping. Your support in 
this matter is appreciated.  

 

 

 

 

A Message from the Library  

Calling all parents of children with overdue library 
books - there are still a number of books borrowed 
before the school closed for lockdown in December 
which have not been returned. The students have 
already been sent individual emails letting them 
know they have overdue books. It would be a 
great help if you could help us find any library 
books that might still be at home and ensure they 
are returned as soon as possible. They won’t be in 
trouble and maybe they can borrow something else 
whilst they are here. Thanks for your help. 
 
Update on the Science Building Project 

Accompanying this newsletter is a letter from            

Mr Sweeney providing you with an update on the 

building work which will result in a brand-new hall 

and science labs. As you will read, significant 

progress will be made over the coming months. 

Chaplain’s Corner  

This week we celebrated the Ascension when the 
Disciples last saw the risen Jesus. Although he was 
leaving them, he promised that he would remain 
close to them. This promise extends to us too. We 
can feel like God is far from us as we endure times 
of challenge and sadness. But the Disciples all 
went on to face trials and often torture and 
execution - yet they knew even then that Jesus was 
with them. He remains with us too. 
 
Similarly, we are preparing to say goodbye to our 
Year 11 and Year 13 leavers. Although many will 
leave St Joan's, they will always remain close to us 
however far they may go.  
 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

 
Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 


