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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
I hope that you all remain safe and well and for the 
children, are looking forward to the half term 
holiday that lies ahead. On Thursday, the Church 
celebrated the feast of the Ascension. The 
readings for this week reflect on how Jesus 
provided the strength and encouragement to his 
apostles to believe in themselves so that they may 
finish his work. From those beginnings, as 
Christians we are provided with the same 
encouragement to continue to fulfil Christ’s work. 
So let us take courage and even though we are 
living through one of the most difficult periods any 
of us will have experienced, let us continue to be 
beacons of hope for a better future through our 
actions, words and deeds towards fellow humans 
and the care we show for our environment. 
 
Staff update 

 
I am delighted to be able to inform you that Miss 
Miller has been appointed to the position of 
Learning Coordinator for Years 10 and 11. Initially 
Miss Miller will take over the responsibility for Year 
10 students from the 1st June and then Year 10 and 
11, when the current cohorts move through the 
school in September.  
 
School Closure Information 

 
Despite all the publicity regarding the government’s 
ambition for primary schools to reopen for 
Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils, and 
secondary schools to  provide, “some face to face 
contact with Year 10 and Year 12 students from 
1st June, it would appear that for many schools, 
including ourselves, that this is not possible. For 
secondary schools, the main reason is the absence 
of any guidance from government of how to 
undertake this within a manageable timeframe. 
That being said, if we are allowed by the 
government, we would very much look forward to 
welcoming small groups of Year 10 and Year 12 
students back to school, most importantly to be 
able to check on their wellbeing, but also to review 
their home learning to date and provide guidance 
for the home learning they have yet to undertake.  
 

Despite the lack of official guidance, we have of 
course been making our own plans as to how we 
can achieve this whilst ensuring the safety of both 
staff and students is secure. The governors and 
senior team have completed risk assessments and 
considered the alterations that would be necessary 
to the physical environment, staffing needs, and 
the scheduling of a school day. Whilst we do 
believe we have an appropriate plan that we could 
put into place, because the government are not due 
to make a formal decision about reopening schools 
until 28th May, we will not make our decision until 
after this date so that we have time to consider the 
details of the governments judgement.  
  
Everyone at St Joan’s is missing the students; the 
buzz of activity; excitement; and enjoyment that 
bring our school to life. However, our number one 
priority is the safety and well-being of everyone 
who makes up our school community, so we wait 
upon the decision on the 28th May and the 
government guidance to follow that decision. 
 
Mr Mongoue 
 
I hope that many of you were able to join with us for 
the Memorial Service held today in memory of Mr 
Mongoue. I would like to thank our school 
Chaplain, Deacon Liam, and all of those who 
contributed to the beautifully uplifting service. If you 
were not able to join with us, then please remember 
that it can still be accessed through the following 
link: TheChaplaincy 
 
Request for your support 
 
I am very conscious that we regularly ask for your 
support for many just causes throughout the school 
year to which you always respond fantastically. 
However, we have an urgent cause for a member 
of our own community that I would ask you to 
consider, but even if you are not in a position to 
make a donation of money, please donate a prayer. 
 
One of our Year 9 students, Grace Gaskell, has 
been receiving treatment after she was diagnosed 
with a rare form of brain tumour in July 2018.  Since 
that time Grace has bravely met all of the 
challenges that her diagnosis has brought.  Grace 

http://youtube.com/theChaplaincy
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has undergone two gruelling years of treatment 
and chemotherapy. Despite this, Grace's condition 
is deteriorating, and her family are now trying to 
secure the funding for targeted treatment 
recommended by her NHS oncologist but which is 
not yet approved for NHS funding. Family, friends 
and supporters have created a ‘Go Fund Me’ page 
which is already almost halfway towards the 
significant funding needed for the treatment. 
 
Please consider donating, however small, every 
donation will make a difference. Please continue to 
keep Grace and her family in your prayers. 
 

Make a donation here 
 
Children of critical workers, vulnerable children 
and those with EHC plans 

 
As more people are being allowed to return to work 
following the recent lifting of some restrictions, and 
the probability that this will continue to slowly 
increase with the possibility of other groups of 
workers being able to return after 1st June, please 
remember that the school is continuing to provide 
supervision for children of critical workers, 
vulnerable children and those with an EHC plan. 
Should you need or wish to use this facility, please 
do so by completing this form.  
 
PFA – Easyfundraising 

 
Thank you for everyone who has already 
responded to last week’s request from the PFA to 
help raise funds by using the ‘Easyfundraising’ 
website to buy goods when shopping online. If 
you have not already been able to join, please 
follow the link to register, remember it does not 
cost you anything but has the potential to 
generate significant funds for the PFA from which 
subsequently your children benefit. 
 
With best wishes for the week ahead. 
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/amazing-grace-fights-against-brain-cancer?utm_medium=email&utm_source=product&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binviteacceptedemailtoco
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckDxDiiWgQkNwYEelx9s8PgiQnb0QPdpRRx7c8B4EWq-zzEw/viewform
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stjoanarcpfa/

