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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

At last we have the promise of warm summer 

weather, just in time for the Bank Holiday and the 

half term break. The cold and wet weather has 

made this extremely busy half term feel even 

longer than the seven weeks it has been! Still, the 

sunshine and warm weather for the week to come 

is a good reward for all students and staff.  

Covid testing and reporting 

 
As we do begin the half term break, can I please 
remind you of the importance of maintaining the 
twice weekly testing routine. More home testing kits 
have been delivered and your child should have 
collected theirs from their form tutor. If your child 
does test positive for the first 2 days after their last 
day in school - in other words over the weekend, 
please can you make sure you alert school using 
the covid@joa.herts.sch.uk email address, arrange 
a PCR test and then inform us of the result using 
the same email address. This is so that we can alert 
parents whose child will have been a close contact 
and will need to self-isolate. The self-isolation will 
last for 10 days unless the PCR test records a 
negative result.  
 
Last Day for Year 11 & Year 13 

 
Today was the last formal day in school for our 
Year 11 and 13 students. These last 14 months 
have been a real challenge for them all. Apart from 
the challenges of coping with the COVID-19 
pandemic they have had to manage the 
interruptions to school based learning, coping with 
home-based learning, deal with the uncertainties of 
how they will be assessed for their final grades and 
then prepare for the recent assessments. All this 
has tested their resilience and commitment to their 
education. However, with their determination, with 
the support of parents and their teachers they have 
coped with great maturity. I am immensely proud of 
them all. After half term we welcome them back for 
their fun day which will be taking place on Tuesday 
8th June day and the celebration of Mass on Friday 
11th June. A large number of Year 11s will also be 

attending their Sixth Form interviews during this 
week as well. All the specific details for both year 
groups have been sent to parents already. 
 
Congratulations to the ‘Reach for the Stars’ 
competitors 
 
Over the last 2 weeks I have had the privilege of 
spending time with a number of Key Stage 3 
students who have taken part in Miss Gaughan’s 

‘Reach for the Stars’ initiative. This encourages 
students to engage in learning which is not directly 
linked to the curriculum, allowing students to learn 
more about the things that interest them. I have 
had lessons in NASA, space travel, the possibilities 
of life beyond our universe and the Great Wall of 
China. They have produced booklets and videos to 

demonstrate the results of their research. Their 
work was judged by Miss Gaughan and Miss 
Devlin. Certificates were awarded to all those who 
took part and the best ones received Amazon 
vouchers. Well done to all who entered. The next 
competition has already been launched to the 

mailto:covid@joa.erts.sch.uk


 

Week 32:  28th May 2021 

2 

 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG   T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

students, details of which accompany this 
newsletter. 
 
Message from Rickmansworth Foodbank 

 
For any families, living in the Rickmansworth area, 
who need extra support with regards to food there 
is information attached to this newsletter form the 
Rickmansworth food bank. 
 
Chaplain’s Corner  
 
The season of Easter ends with Pentecost, but 

before we start to see ‘Ordinary Time’ in the 

Sunday Mass we celebrate two other Solemnities. 

First there is Trinity Sunday and then Corpus 

Christi. On Trinity Sunday we remember that God 

is one but also a community of persons. As we 

enter Half-Term with this feast, we ask God to bless 

our family bubbles and communities as we have 

the opportunity to spend some long-overdue time 

together with loved ones from outside our 

households. 

Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 


