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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
Throughout the past week we have seen an 
increasing amount of activity around the school as 
we make the necessary preparations for Year 10 
and Year 12 students to return on a rota system, 
for a series of tutorial sessions to supplement their 
home learning as from Monday 15th. We have also 
seen an increased number of children of critical 
workers as more adults return to work. Please 
remember that if any family, who has a parent 
identified as a critical worker, wishes to access this 
provision, to assist us with our planning we request 
that you submit details of the days required via this 
form. I would also remind parents who have 
already submitted information to keep this updated 
should their needs change.  
 
We have also had many Year 8 students returning 
to clear out their lockers, who appeared happy just 
to see the school building again and talk briefly with 
a member of staff. I would remind parents who 
have children in Year 9 that they can come into 
school between 9:00 and 12:00 next week should 
they need to empty their lockers and / or return 
locker keys to school. Please arrive before 12:00 
as the Reception closes and staff will not be on site 
after this time.  
 
For those families with children in the current Year 
6 who will be making the transition to St Joan’s in 
September, the reception will also be open 
between these times to hand in your information 
packs. Alternatively, please post through the main 
door. 
 

School Assembly 
 
I hope that many of our students will take the 
opportunity to come together this Friday for our first 
Assembly Live.  Led by Deacon Liam, the 
assembly will provide a short reflection, a chance 
to connect with one area of school life plus an 
opportunity to win prizes through our weekly 
challenges.  It should last approximately 15 – 20 
minutes, so I encourage as many as possible to 
tune in LIVE! Students can join at midday, here: 
The Chaplaincy/live. 
 

 
Support for Grace 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who has 
already been able to respond to our call to support 
a vital fundraising campaign for one of our 
students, Grace Gaskell in Year 9. As always, your 
response has been amazing, and I know that 
Grace and her family have been overwhelmed by 
your generosity and kindness. Grace’s plight has 
inspired many of you to also raise funds for her in 
your own ways.  
 
Last weekend two 
households from our 
school community, The 
Lynott’s (Colleen, Holly 
and Shàne), and the 
Zermani’s (Nicole and 
Annie) hosted bake sales that collectively raised 

over £1,800 towards 
Grace’s treatment 

fund, which was 
amazing. 
 
Meanwhile, our PE Department have launched, 
RACE 4 GRACE, a running challenge for the 
month of June. The challenge is for students and 
staff (and parents) to run any distance during the 
month of June, either by completing 1 run and run 
as far as they can, or a combination of runs and 
add up the total distance. Once completed, 
participants are requested to donate a £1 for every 
KM covered. You can follow the progress of the 
challenge via the PE Department Twitter feed, 
@stjoape  
 
All donations, no matter how small could make a 
difference to Grace being able to get the vital 
treatment she needs. Please donate via  
 

#RACE4GRACE 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckDxDiiWgQkNwYEelx9s8PgiQnb0QPdpRRx7c8B4EWq-zzEw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSckDxDiiWgQkNwYEelx9s8PgiQnb0QPdpRRx7c8B4EWq-zzEw/viewform
http://youtube.com/theChaplaincy/live
https://www.gofundme.com/f/amazing-grace-fights-against-brain-cancer?utm_medium=email&utm_source=product&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binviteacceptedemailtoco
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Speakers for Schools - Virtual Talks 
 
Speakers for Schools Inspiration Programme 
provides a network of today’s most inspiring figures 
across business, arts, politics and more, donating 
their time to help inspire students to fuel their 
ambition. Speakers for Schools have recently 
launched their Virtual Talks Programme which 
consists of a timetable of curated content that will 
be livestreamed to young people studying at home 
and those still attending school. For the remainder 
of this academic year, SFS will curate 2 talks per 
day that young people can access and engage with 
speakers by asking questions – talks will take place 
at 10.00 and 14.00, every Monday to Friday and 
are happening now. 
 
Full details can be found by following this link and 
a programme of the upcoming talks is available 
here. This is a sample of just some of the upcoming 
talks in the near future: 
 
MONDAY 15th June  

 10am – Baroness Lola Young, Independent 
Life Peer & Consultant 

 2pm – Julian Baggini, Editor-in-Chief, The 
Philosophers’ Magazine 

 
TUESDAY 16th June  

 10am – Dan Snow, Historian & Broadcaster 
 
WEDNESDAY 17th June 

 2pm – Dean Beswick, Film and animation 
company founder, Gorilla! 

 
 
I hope that you all remain safe and well, with best 
wishes,  
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/
https://www.speakersforschools.org/inspiration/vtalks/upcoming-vtalks/

