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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back to the final half term of this 

academic year. I hope you and your families were 

able to benefit from the fine weather we had during 

last week’s break. Whilst this half term is a week 

shorter than last half term, there is still much to do. 
 
Fun Fair and Final Farewells 

 
Tuesday saw the fair coming to St Joan’s - a first in 
my thirty years as a member of staff. COVID-19 has 
prevented many students from marking the 
important points of transition in their school career 
and the restrictions that are in place have forced us 
to be more creative in how we celebrate these 
moments. So gone was the Year 11 Prom and the 
Year 13 Ball and in their place were inflatable ninja 
challenges, gladiator assault courses, the gravity 
wheel spinner, a caged ride (lots of screaming was 
heard from this area of the field!) a hot food stall, 
ice-cream van and the PFA tuck shop.  
 
Not only were Year 11s and 13s able to reveal their 
child within, Year 7s and 12s also had their own 
time enjoying the fair to make up for what they lost 
last year. Teachers' also demonstrated their own 
inner child, but strangely photos appear to be 
unavailable to share with you! 
  
A big thank you to our School Chaplain, Liam 
Lynch, for all the hard work that went into sourcing 
a fair that was able to offer what we wanted for our 
students, to the PFA for making a significant 
contribution to the funding of the event and to the 
staff who were with the students on the day.  
Photographs of the event will be placed in next 
week’s newsletter. 
 
Today our leavers were able to spend their final 
time together with their year group and reflect on all 
they have learnt and achieved through the 
celebration of the Mass. Both year groups have 
had much to deal with over the last 15 months and 
they have much to be proud of. Their tenacity and 
resilience are attributes that will support them 
through life as they face the ups and downs of 

adulthood. We are immensely proud of our 
students, they have brought us great joy and I hope 
they will remember St Joan’s as a place and 
community of nurture, learning and challenge, 
where great relationships and friendships were 
formed, a place and community of faith to which 
they will forever belong. Year 11s and 13s – we 
wish you all the very best on the next stage of your 
journey through life. I would like to thank all those 
staff who have supported our students throughout 
their time at St Joan’s but particularly the form 
tutors led by Miss Miller, Mrs Rath, Mr Briggs and 
Deacon Liam who have ensured that they have had 
the support they have needed over the last few 
months as well as giving them the send-off they 
deserve.  
 
End of Year Assessments for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 
and 12  
  
We are now entering into the period of end of year 
assessments for those year groups who are still 
with us. All relevant details have been sent to 
parents. However, parents might find the latest 
webinar form Elevate Education, focusing on 
motivation, really helpful during this time.  
  
We have worked with Elevate for a number of years 
now and highly recommend their webinars for 
parents and carers.  Please note the registration 
link and details below for their forthcoming webinar 
which may be useful in aiding you to support your 
son / daughter during the assessment period in 
school - and beyond.   
  
Registration is necessary, but if you can't attend 
'live' you will be sent a recording of the webinar, 
which is titled Managing Motivation. The webinar 
is on Tuesday 15th June from 6pm till 7pm. 
You can register at: 
https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register 
 
Year 13 Performance Showcase 

  
As part of their BTEC exam, Year 13 have 
specialised in either a solo performance or 
composition. They have researched artists and 
composers to inform their final performance and 
compositions. They showcased this at a live 

https://get.elevatecoaching.info/uk/register
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concert on Friday 28th May 2021. This was the first 
time they were able to perform to a live, albeit small 
audience, since the beginning of their course.  For 
their ensemble performance exam, students chose 
from a selection of pieces and arranged their own 
version. They led their own rehearsals and 
completely reimagined Fleetwood Mac's 'The 
Chain'. Click on the links below, sit back and enjoy! 
  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSMMMg9nHWU 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xN9PfHSnKMg 

 
Preparing for next year  

No doubt many of you will be needing to replace 

uniform and replenish pencil cases. The PFA have 

prepared stationary packs, containing most of the 

items listed in the school equipment list. They buy 

in bulk from wholesalers, to enable these 

Stationery Packs to be offered to parents at a very 

competitive price of £25.00 each. Purchasing a 

pack means you will save time by not having to 

source the equipment yourself, save money by not 

purchasing the items at retail prices and will also 

help the PFA in raising funds for the school. Please 

see the accompanying flyer for more details. 

 
Also accompanying this newsletter are details 
regarding purchasing uniforms from our two main 
suppliers – Beat and Pullens.  
 
Managing the warmer weather in school 
 
As we are now experiencing weather befitting of a 
summer term, can I ask that you make sure that 
your child has a reusable water bottle for school. 
Too many students are asking for plastic cups for 
drinks of water. We are trying to reduce the amount 
of plastic we are using in school and therefore want 
to use disposable cups only when it is absolutely 
necessary. Your support with this is appreciated.  

   
Issues with reporting absences via the 
absence text line on MyEd 
 
We are presently experiencing problems with the 
absence text line on MyEd.  If your child is absent 
could you please use the phone line or send an 

email to admin@joa.herts.sch.uk until further 
notice. 
  
Calendar reminder  
 
Friday 25th June is now a normal school day and 
therefore students should be in school as usual. It 
was originally listed as a staff training day but we 
brought that forward to allow teachers the 
necessary time to standardise and moderate Year 
11 and 13 assessments. 
 
Chaplain’s Corner  
 
This week we said our final farewells to the Year 

11s and 13s, first with our Leavers’ Fun Fair but 

more importantly with our final Mass. The 

celebration of Mass would have been one of the 

first things these students did on arriving at St 

Joan’s, on their very first day when they were the 

only students in school. Then we would have asked 

God for his blessings on their time at St Joan’s, that 

they would become all that they were made to be, 

and all that they hoped to be. Mass will be these 

students’ final event as a year group Now we 

gather, not just to pray for the future, but to thank 

him for the life and vitality these young women and 

men have brought to this school during their time 

here. 

Usually at this Mass we celebrate the deferred 

memorial of our patron St Joan of Arc whose feast 

day is 30th May which always falls in the half term. 

This year the Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart 

of Jesus (11th June) trumps our patron, but this 

feast offers us something new to reflect on. The 

readings remind us of God’s constant and love for 

us however we might have used the opportunities, 

gifts and talents he’s given us and how he will never 

abandon us wherever life and our decisions take 

us. A message that we hope will lift and encourage 

our leavers’ as they embark on the exciting 

adventure that lies ahead. 

Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xSMMMg9nHWU

