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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

We have had many thank-you emails from parents 

over the past two weeks for the leavers’ fun fair and 

the celebrations which took place last Friday. We 

are really grateful for the feedback. Some of the 

photographs that were taken on the day of the fun 

fair and the final day for Year 11 and 13 are at the 

end of this newsletter.  

Sixth Form Interviews  

 
This week saw the final interviews take place for 
our Year 11 students who are intending to study 
with us, in our Sixth Form, from September 2021. 
Both Mr Briggs and Miss Devlin, who conducted 
the interviews, commented on the students' 
courteous manner, enthusiasm and ambition which 
was apparent during their interviews. The next 
stage of their journey to becoming a Sixth Former 
at St. Joan's will be the Sixth Form Taster Days 
which are running on Tuesday 29th and Wednesday 
30th June - final details of which will be shared with 
students in due course. We very much look forward 
to welcoming them back into Year 12 in 
September. 
 
Duke of Edinburgh – Bronze Award  

 
On Monday and Tuesday of this 
week almost 70 students took part 
in the practice expedition for the 
Bronze Award. This is the highest 
number ever of students 
participating in the Duke of 
Edinburgh through school. The 

students coped amazingly well with the very hot 
weather and staff at Ocean Rock Adventures, who 
ran the expedition, were extremely complimentary 
of all our students. I would like to thank Mr Naylor 
and his team for providing our students with the 
opportunity to take part in this award, which 
challenges them to develop skills and resilience 
which they will be able to use in so many parts of 
their lives. The postponed expedition from last year 
is taking place on July 12th with 10 of our Year 11 
students and the Qualifying Expeditions will be on 

the 14th/15th September. If your child is currently in 
Year 8 or 9 and is interested in doing the Duke of 
Edinburgh through school, look out for the letter 
which is being sent to parents over the coming days 
inviting students to take part in the DofE Bronze 
and Silver Awards.  
 
Year 13s Reach Final in Prestigious 
Competition  

 
Last year we entered the ICAEW (The Institute of 
Chartered Accountants in England and 
Wales) BASE competition for the first time.  Four 
of our Sixth Form students - Milosz Paczkowski, 
Ethan Emmett, Vincent Grove-Bailey and Joel 
Figueiredo formed a team and worked together 
through two rounds, including a recorded 
presentation, successfully reaching the final. 
Although they did not win they demonstrated 
excellent skills in working as a team and making 
business decisions.  
 

BASE is ICAEW’s national business and 
accounting competition for 16-17 year olds across 
the UK. Students take part in team challenges 
giving them an understanding of what it’s like to be 
an ICAEW Chartered Accountant whilst developing 
their key employability skills. Congratulations to the 
students and a thank you to Mrs Zanelli and her 
team for supporting the students through the 
process.  

 
COVID-19 Update 

 
As you are aware from the news there are 
increasing numbers of reported cases of COVID-
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19 and we are seeing an increase in the number of 
students who are having to self-isolate because 
they have been in close contact with someone who 
has tested positive. It is really important that we are 
mindful of keeping all the systems of control in 
place and contacting school immediately that a 
positive test is recorded on the home lateral flow 
test and again as soon as the PCR test is received. 
So that staff are able to move quickly in determining 
which students and staff may need to self-isolate it 
is essential that parents use the 
covid@joa.herts.sch.uk address as this is checked 
first thing every morning. If your child is running low 
on the LFT home kits please tell them to go to the 
welfare office. 
 
Issues with reporting absences via the absence 
text line on MyEd 
 
I would like to remind you that we are presently 
experiencing problems with the absence text line 
on MyEd.  If your child is absent could you please 
continue to use the phone line or send an email to 
admin@joa.herts.sch.uk until further notice. 
  
Calendar reminder  
 
Friday 25th June is now a normal school day and 
therefore students should be in school as usual. It 
was originally listed as a staff training day but we 
brought that forward to allow teachers the 
necessary time to standardise and moderate Year 
11 and 13 assessments. 
 
Chaplain’s Corner  
 
In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus calms the storm. It’s 
probably quite a familiar scene from the Gospels 
and one perhaps that’s been relegated as a 
childish or perhaps even irrelevant story for us. In 
a week that has not only seen severe weather 
warnings for storms ending our sunny-spell, we 
also received news that as a country we have not 
met the targets required to move to the next stage 
of ‘returning to normal’ on June 21st - will this storm 
ever end? In the midst of the storm the disciples 
panic, they lose hope and turn to Jesus in fear. In 
addition to calming the storm, Jesus rebukes them, 
not for their lack of seamanship, but their lack of 

faith. Surely this group of men containing seasoned 
fishermen would have known what to do in this 
situation? Sometimes situations can make us feel 
helpless and ineffective. Perhaps we’ve observed 
ALL of the restrictions that have been asked of us, 
but the news this week has caused us to think ‘why 
do I even bother?’ This is not the time to lose faith. 
We NEED the faithful to continue doing the hard 
work that some aren’t able or prepared to do. Jesus 
wanted his disciples to have faith in him, but he also 
wanted them to have faith in themselves. However 
you are feeling about the current situation, work, 
school, your relationships or life in general, Jesus 
is encouraging us to have faith - faith in him and in 
yourself whatever challenges the storm may bring. 
 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 
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