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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
It has been wonderful to be able to welcome our 
Year 10 and Year 12 students back to school this 
week. Greeting smiling students as they arrived at 
school is something, I have personally missed for 
many weeks now.  When I spoke with many of them 
as they departed, it was tremendously reassuring 
to hear the positive and supporting experiences 
they had during their tutorial sessions. We are 
aware that some students have not been able to 
return because they are still under shielding 
controls, however the overall attendance of Year 
10 was 94.4% and 95.3% for Year 12 which is a 
great response from our students. The staff also 
relished the opportunity to re-engage with the 
students and provide these additional support 
sessions which will continue to provide a blend of 
wellbeing, pastoral and subject content to support 
the continued provision of home learning.  
 
We would very much like to be able to bring more 
students back to school before the end of the 
summer term because we know this would be a 
major benefit to their personal development and 
wellbeing. Regrettably however, due to the current 
restrictions imposed by the Government on the 
wider opening of secondary schools, at this stage 
we are not able to do so. We are still awaiting 
information and guidance from the Government 
regarding any changes to these conditions for 
September in anticipation that by then we may be 
allowed to welcome a wider range of students back 
to school. However, despite intense demands for 
urgent clarification in this matter by numerous 
education bodies, we are still awaiting notification 
of plans for schools for September onwards. 
 

The Celebration of Mass for Schools  

On Thursday of this week, schools across the 

Diocese of Westminster were invited to join His 

Eminence, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, as he 

celebrated a Mass for our communities in the 

Cathedral.  The Cardinal expressed his gratitude 

for all that our school communities have done 

throughout the period of lockdown to date, to 

support some of the most vulnerable children 

across our Diocese, those of critical workers, and 

recognised the extraordinary efforts our schools 

have made to support each other and provide a 

coherent and meaningful education for our 

children.  Although this Mass has now passed, it 

was recorded and is available via the Diocesan 

website should you wish to download the Mass and 

share in the celebration.  

Cardinal’s Mass for Schools 

His Eminence, Cardinal Vincent Nichols, also 
requested that all diocesan schools share with their 
community the following statement from the 
Catholic Bishops of England and Wales which 
expresses the solidarity with those seeking to 
challenge the evil of racism following the recent 
killing of George Floyd and Rayshard Brooks in the 
USA. 
 
“We stand in solidarity with our sisters and brothers 
in the USA as they challenge the evil of racism. As 
the US Bishops made clear, we cannot turn a blind 
eye to these atrocities and yet still try to profess to 
respect every human life. We serve a God of love, 
mercy, and justice. Systemic racism is embedded 
in our own society. The disproportionate harm 
suffered by BAME people throughout the COVID-
19 pandemic has highlighted profound inequalities, 
marginalisation and injustice here in the UK. The 
peaceful ‘Black Lives Matter’ protests taking place 
in our towns and cities, reflect the understandable 
anger that so many people feel about this. As 
Catholics we recognise that racism is an evil which 
must be opposed; we all have a responsibility for 
actively promoting racial justice. Whenever we 
ignore racism or dismiss BAME people’s 
experience of it, we are complicit in violations of 
human dignity. We pray for God’s help to overcome 
racism in all its forms and that we might protect 
everyone who suffers its consequences. We are all 
made in God’s image.” 
 
Bishop Declan Lang 
Lead Bishop for International Affairs 
Bishop Paul McAleenan 

Lead Bishop for Racial Justice 
 
 
 

https://www.churchservices.tv/westminster/archive/recordings/vjhZmVeux4RpaE9
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Drive in Curry Night for Grace 

 
I would like to thank everyone who supported the 
amazing fundraising event for Grace Gaskell last 
Saturday evening by providing a drive through 
curry service. The volunteers who came up with the 
idea, those who prepared and delivered the food, 
the families who preordered their Saturday night 
meal, and the donations received, all raised an 
amazing £4,500 to support Grace’s treatment. 
Despite recently starting the next phase of her 
treatment, which has only been possible due to 
your amazing generosity, Grace made a special 
appearance to personally thank everyone for their 
support. 
 

 
 

 
 
In the most recent update posted on the fundraising 
page, her family and support team express their 
amazement in what has been achieved in less than 
a month. The fundraising total currently stands at 

just over the incredible sum of £100,000 and this 
has enabled Grace to start the next course of her 
treatment through over 5,400 donations that have 
poured in from all around the world. Your 
generosity has been overwhelming and Grace and 
her family are so thankful for the on-going support 
from everyone. However, we still need your support 
as there is more to be done to ensure that the full 
course of Grace’s treatment can be supported. 
Therefore, if possible, please keep going with the 
#Race4Grace challenge, or even take on a 
#Ride4Grace event. All donations, no matter how 
small could make a difference to Grace being able 
to get the vital treatment she needs. Please see the 
updates or donate via: 
 

#RACE4GRACE 
 

 
 
 
 
I hope that you all remain safe and well, with best 
wishes,  
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/amazing-grace-fights-against-brain-cancer?utm_medium=email&utm_source=product&utm_campaign=p_email%2Binviteacceptedemailtoco

