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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

We are almost coming to the end of what has been 

a very busy period with regards to internal 

assessments for Years 7, 8, 9, and 10, with the 

Year 10 Art assessments taking place next week. 

Year 12 begin their written UCAS indicator exams 

next week. In addition the grades for Years 11 and 

13 were submitted to the examination boards last 

week and a selection of evidence was requested 

as part of the quality assurance procedures which 

have been put in place by the Awarding Bodies.  

We will be communicating with Year 11 and 13 

parents directly in due course about results day 

and the appeals process.  

COVID-19 update 
 
You will be aware that there has been a significant 
increase in the number of reported infections and 
the number of students who have had to self-
isolate in schools across the UK. Whilst we have 
not had to send whole year groups home, or indeed 
send a whole school home, as the case with 
schools not too far away from us, we are seeing an 
increasing number of students at St Joan’s who 
have either tested positive or who need to self-
isolate. This is understandably very frustrating and 
it is causing considerable angst amongst some 
students.  Can I please ask all parents to continue 
reminding and encouraging their children to 
regularly wash or sanitise their hands, wear a mask 
in public places, including on public transport and 
school buses, adhering to rules regarding social 
distancing, especially when in shops and finally, to 
accept that we all need to self-isolate when we 
have been in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive. I am aware that some students are 
experiencing pressure not to report when their LFD 
test is positive. All positive tests MUST be reported 
and a PCR test booked. School MUST be informed 
so that we can put safeguards in place to minimise 
the spread of this infection. Any student who is 
asked to self-isolate can also book a PCR test even 
if they are not showing symptoms.  Please note if 
your child has a negative PCR result this does not 

alter the self-isolation period as a contact.  Close 
contacts should continue to self-isolate for 10 full 
days as they could still become infectious and pass 
the infection onto others.  Whilst the Government 
requests that anyone showing symptoms of a 
persistent cough, change in taste and smell, high 
temperature should get a test, it has been observed 
at school that some students who have tested 
positive have presented with a stomach ache and 
nausea.   Your continued support is appreciated.  
 
For those families living in the Watford area, we 
have been asked to alert you to ‘Super Sunday’ 
Pfizer vaccination at Watford FC on Sunday 27th 
June. Please see the press release and poster 
which accompanies this newsletter for further 
details. 
  
Sixth Form Taster Day 
 
Because of the increase of COVID-19 cases we 

regret that we have had to make 
the decision to move these 
valuable taster sessions online. 
Our prospective Sixth Form 
students will be invited to join 
lessons through Google Meet. 
Details have been sent to students 

and parents by Mr Briggs.  If your child has not 
received any information please urge them to email 
Mr Briggs directly.  
 
Geography World Wise Week  

 
Last week students engaged in the annual event 

set to challenge us all on how much we know about 

the world we live in.  The Geography department 

tested us on the extent to which we recognised the 

flags of a variety of countries, whether we could 

identify some of the most interesting and beautiful 

parts of the world, recognise countries by their 

boundaries and cities by their silhouettes, as well 

as a few other challenges. Congratulations to the 

following winning forms from each Year Group: 7 

Theresa, 8 Alban, 8 Frances, 9 Alban and 10 

Campion. The joint overall winners were 9 Alban 

and 10 Campion. Congratulations also to Adam 

Mahon (7CL), Leonardo Silva (7CL) and Benjamin 
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Cadle (7AL) who made up the winning team in the 

after-school Geography quiz.  
 
For those families who live in the boundary of 
Moor Park and Eastbury and in the 
Rickmansworth Ward 

 
We have been asked to share information 
regarding a public consultation for residents in 
these areas with regards to plans for improving the 
local area, which is being led by Batchworth 
Community Council. All information including links 
to the questionnaire can be found on the flyer which 
accompanies this newsletter.   
 
Issues with reporting absences via the absence 
text line on MyEd 
 
I would like to remind you that we are presently 
experiencing problems with the absence text line 
on MyEd.  If your child is absent could you please 
continue to use the phone line or send an email to 
admin@joa.herts.sch.uk until further notice. 

 
End of Term 
 
Please be aware that the school will close for the 
summer break on Friday 16th July.  Students will be 
dismissed at 12.30pm and Davis Coaches have 
been informed of the early finish. 
 
Chaplain’s Corner  
 
In Sunday’s Gospel, Jesus is called to attend to the 
urgent concern of a father - his daughter is dying. 
Whilst on his way, Jesus is crowded about and 
another woman is healed. Even though his first call 
was urgent, he stops to see who has touched him 
- who had reached out to him in their need. This 
delay causes Jesus to not reach the young girl in 
time, and he receives news that she has died. Even 
this doesn’t deter Jesus who continues to the 
house and proceeds to bring the daughter back. 
This episode reminds us that Jesus responds to all 
who reach out and call on him, but he does so in 
his own time - his perfect timing. Sometimes, this 
rubs with our own sense of urgency and the 
immediacy and manner in which we would like him 

to act in our lives. Let us pray that we would have 
patience and learn to trust in God’s perfect timing. 
 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 


