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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
I am sure you will be aware of the statement made 
by the Prime Minister earlier this week outlining the 
next steps to relax existing control measures from 
4th July and regarding education from September. 
He has announced that wrap-around care for 
school aged children and formal childcare will 
restart over the summer. That Primary and 
Secondary education will recommence in 
September with full attendance and that those 
children who can already go to school should do 
so, because it is safe. This announcement was 
made with a commitment to publish Covid-secure 
guidelines for schools and other educational 
settings to enable us to manage larger numbers of 
students coming back to education at the same 
time. This guidance has yet to be published and the 
current expectation is that it may not be available 
until the end of next week. Once we have received 
the guidance and reviewed its content, we will be 
better informed to provide information and details 
of what provision we will be allowed and be able to 
put in place at the start of the new term in 
September. However, this is good news and we 
can look forward to welcoming all of our existing 
students, as well as our new students into school 
once again in September. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for 
your support and understanding throughout this 
enforced school closure and we will be doing all we 
can to ensure that the provision over the remaining 
weeks of this academic year prepares students for 
their return to school in September.  
 
Year 10 and Year 12 students have again been in 
school this week to attend a series of subject 
tutorials which they are finding very helpful. These 
will continue for the next two weeks, ending on 
Thursday 9th July. The school will remain open for 
the children of critical workers and other vulnerable 
students until Wednesday 15th July, however, 
please be aware that this provision will not be 
available during the summer holiday period. 
 
 
 
 

Geography World Wise Week 
 
I would firstly like to thank Miss St Ledger and the 
Geography Department for the ‘World Wise Week’ 
which was both informative and challenging. The 
winners of the various competitions and quizzes 
were announced in today’s Assembly Live so 
please take a look at the recording for a full list of 
winners, but congratulations to Orlaith Graham of 8 
Ward who was the student winner of the Quiz and 
to all those who baked some very delicious looking 
‘World Wise’ themed cakes. 
 
Year 11 & Year 13  
 

At this time of year both Year 13 and Year 11 
students would have recently finished their public 
exams and would have been looking forward to a 
well-earned rest alongside some well-deserved 
celebrations with their traditional Proms. Whilst it is 
a great pity that these will not be taking place, they 
all remain very much in our thoughts and prayers 
at this time. Many Year 11 students will be returning 
to our Sixth Form, but some will be moving on, as 
will Year 13. For those not returning, our best 
wishes and prayers will be with you always and I 
hope that you all fulfil the potential you have shown 
us whilst you have been at St Joan’s in whatever 
the next steps are in your development.  
 
Information regarding examination results days will 
be issued next week but these need to be slightly 
different to how they have been operated 
previously because of social distancing 
requirements and other restrictions in place. Staff 
will remain available to support all the students 
both before and after the examination results are 
issued so please do not hesitate to contact the 
school should you need to do so. 
 
My Child at School 

 
Over the coming weeks we are planning to 
introduce a new facility for parents called ‘My Child  
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At School’ (MCAS), that will be fully operational 
from September for parents/carers. MCAS 
accesses the data held in the school’s 
Management Information System (MIS) database 
and is a powerful online portal for parents/carers 
that enables them to view key information about 
their child in real-time via the MCAS app or a web 
browser. Parents/carers will be able to access their 
child’s contact details as well as their attendance 
data and timetable alongside having the ability to 
look at announcements and receive notifications 
from the school. We also plan to integrate online 
payments for trips and dinner money via MCAS 
although this may not be available in September 
and will follow at a later date. Access to MCAS is 
through secure, password-protected entry. 
Parents/carers will be issued with a username and 
password in week commencing 5th July 2020 and 
instructions will be given on how to set up an 
account online and how to set up the MCAS app. 
You will then have access to your child’s home 
page. If you have more than one child at the school, 
you will be able to access the data for all your 
children by selecting one child at a time. 
 
Please see the attached information sheet for more 
details. 
 
Art Department on Instagram 

 
The Art department have started their own 
Instagram account and is currently showing work 
completed by students during the lockdown period. 
There are some amazing pieces of artwork, all 
completed independently. Please visit and like at: 
joaartdept  
 
‘Sing for Grace’  

 
Thank you to everyone who has continued to 
support the fundraising effort to raise money for the 
treatment that Grace is currently undergoing. A 
very special thank you this week to one of our 
support music teachers, Joanne Sheehy (singing 
teacher), who organised a singalong, ‘Sing for 
Grace’ and raised over £1800 in the process. 
Please continue to keep Grace and her family in 
your prayers at this very difficult and challenging 
time for them all. 

 
 
I hope that you all remain safe and well, with best 
wishes,  
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://www.instagram.com/joaartdept/?hl=en

