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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

We are fast approaching the end of this academic 

year with only 2 weeks left before we all begin our 

summer break. It has been a challenging year with 

COVID-19 determining much of the way school has 

functioned. However, there has been much to 

celebrate as well. Next week’s newsletter will 

include a sample of reflections of  students and 

staff on their experiences of being at St Joan’s in 

the midst of masks and sanitisers. We are also 

planning the return to school in September taking 

into account some of the information coming from 

the Department of Education and the Department 

of Health. These details will also be included in next 

week’s newsletter.  

Year 7 artistic decorators  
 

The Cottage, the building in which the school’s 
pastoral team are based, is being transformed. The 
entrance has been in need of some colour and 
interest to provide a more vibrant welcome. There 
are professional painters and decorators we could 
have called 
in, but when 
we have such 
artistic talent 
in Year 7 it 
would be a 
missed 
opportunity 
for students 
to showcase 
their talents 
and make a difference to the environment which is 
theirs. Many thanks to Ava Gollings and Daisy 
Parker, both from 7 Frances, for their work so far. I 
am sure you will all agree that they have done a 
fantastic job.  
  
Year 7 Retreat - Emmaus walks  
 
During this week half of Year 7 have spent time 
walking and talking in their form groups, then 
reflecting on their journey through Year 7. The rest 
of the year group will be walking next week. The 

first lockdown made many of us value the 
opportunity to get out of the house and walk as our 
main means of exercise and there is much 
research to demonstrate how walking has a 
positive impact on our wellbeing. For the disciples 
it was through walking together after Jesus’ death, 
that they experienced a deepening of faith as they 
met the risen Christ on the road to Emmaus. Many 
thanks to Deacon Liam and the pastoral team for 
organising our own Emmaus walks. He explains 
more about the walk in the Chaplain’s Corner 
section at the end of this newsletter.   
 
End of Year reports  
 
These are near completion and will be available to 
parents once we have completed the final checks. 
You will be notified as soon as they are available.   
 
Sports Week 

 
As with many other traditional events which mark 
our school calendar, Sports Day has had to be 
adapted this year. Instead of a day of competition 
at Woodside Stadium in Garston, each year group 
will have a sports afternoon next week in school. 
Everyone will have a chance to gain important 
points for their form and their House. We are 
obviously keeping an eye on the weather, which at 
the moment is not too promising at the beginning of 
the week. If rain does prevent the afternoon 
activities going ahead, students will return to their 
normal timetable, so please ensure that your child 
brings in the books and equipment they may need 
on the day of their scheduled sports afternoon.  
 
Behaviour to and from school 
 

Most of the time the behaviour of our students is 
exemplary and we are very proud of the way they 
conduct themselves to and from school. 
Unfortunately this week, I have received several 
complaints about a number of students whose 
behaviour is falling short of our expectations. We 
are reminding all year groups that whilst they are 
travelling to and from school they are ambassadors 
of the school and their behaviour should reflect 
those values which are at the core of everything we 
do in school. Behaviour that undermines the St 
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Joan of Arc community will have a consequence. I 
would appreciate it if you can reiterate this 
message at home.  
 
E-Scooters 
 
We have been asked by one of our locals PSCOs 
to share information with you regarding E-
Scooters. There has been a significant increase in 
the use of these transport devices, but many users 
are not aware of the law in relation to using them 
on the roads and pavements. Accompanying this 
newsletter is booklet explained more about E-
Scooters.  
 
Issues with reporting absences via the absence 
text line on MyEd 

 
I would like to remind you that we are presently 
experiencing problems with the absence text line 
on MyEd.  If your child is absent could you please 
continue to use the phone line or send an email to 
admin@joa.herts.sch.uk until further notice. 

 
End of Term 
 
Please be aware that the school will close for the 
summer break on Friday 16th July.  Students will be 
dismissed at 12.30pm and Davis Coaches have 
been informed of the early finish. 
 
Chaplain’s Corner  
 

As Mrs O’Hanlon 
has said the Year 7s 
have been on retreat 
walks as a means of 
reflecting on their 
experiences of their 
first year with us. 
The walk takes 
place in the Chess 
Valley which is a 
perfect analogy for 
elements of the 

retreat. On the walk we begin in the valley, walking 
along the River Chess. Parts of the river have been 
lined with sandbags to prevent further erosion and 
a change of course. In this way the river is helped 

along its way and avoid a more destructive path. 
For some, this may be similar to their experiences 
in the past year. We then climb up out of the valley 
and find ourselves looking back over where we’ve 
been. This helps give us a sense of our bearings 
and we see the route we’ve taken in a new 
perspective. We see how far we’ve come and 
recognise that the hill that had us huffing and 
puffing wasn’t really that big after all! A retreat 
offers us this same experience to look back over 
where we’ve been and recognise how far we’ve 
come. This is a process that would benefit us all 
whether we’re in Year 7 or 70 years old. We’ve all 
been taken on a new and unexpected journey and 
taking time to reflect on this pilgrimage helps us as 
we move forward. And as we reflect, our faith calls 
us to trust that through all we have experienced, 
God is able to use it for our good if we let him. 
 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 


