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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
Firstly, I am sure that following the Government’s 
announcement and media coverage over the past 
few days, that you will be eager to hear of our plans 
to welcome all students back to full time education 
in September. The headlines are that we will be 
bringing all students in all year groups back to 
school and we will be adopting a revised daily 
timetable to stagger break and lunchtimes to 
reduce contact and mixing of students and staff as 
much as is possible given the constraints of our 
premises and the size of our student population. 
 
There is a lot of detail to go through, far too much 
for the weekly newsletter, therefore I will provide a 
comprehensive guide for parents and students 
later next week which will include details of an initial 
induction for students spread across Thursday 3rd 
and Friday 4th September, before our targeted 
return date for all students on Monday 7th 
September.  
 
I understand that some parents and students may 
still have concerns about returning to school in the 
autumn term, but please be assured that the school 
and Trust would not consider doing so if we did not 
believe that it was safe to do so, or in the best 
interests of the children and staff in terms of their 
educational needs, personal development and 
wellbeing. 
 
The decision to reopen the school is an exercise in 
the balance of risk. It is important to balance the 
public health risks in the short term (related to the 
transmission of the virus) with longer term public 
health considerations. If a child loses out on 
education, this can have an impact on that child 
across their whole life and is why we know children 
benefit hugely from being at school.  
 
From the guidance, despite the focus in many 
forms of the media, the key requirements schools 
must adopt are provided by Public Health England 
through ‘Systems of Control’ that cover both 
‘Prevention’ and ‘Response’.  
 
‘Prevention’ is key for schools and we will be 
required to ensure those who are unwell and those 

who have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or 
who have someone in their household who does, 
do not attend school. Members of the school 
community must clean hands thoroughly and more 
often than usual. Schools must ensure good 
respiratory hygiene by promoting ‘catch it, bin it, kill 
it’. Schools must introduce enhanced cleaning, 
including cleaning frequently touched surfaces 
often, and wherever possible, minimise contact 
between individuals and maintain distancing as far 
as practically possible.  
 
All of these requirements for ‘Prevention’ are 
already currently in place for the Year 10 and Year 
12 students who have returned recently and will be 
scaled up to ensure we have the capacity to 
establish these regulations for the whole school 
community in September. 
 
Virtual Sports Week 
 

The PE Department are hosting a Virtual Sports 
Week which begins on Monday 6th July. Those 
students who logged into today’s Assembly Live 
will have heard Mr Gallagher explain the events 
and how to record individual performance which 
will count towards a student’s personal tally, and 
their Form / House group. I would ask you to 
encourage your child to participate, not just for fun 
– as the activities are certainly not those from a 
more traditional sports day - but to support their 
own health and wellbeing which is so important at 
this time. Please see the attached flyer for more 
details 
 
End of Term 
 

The end of the academic term is fast approaching 
although I am sure it must seem more than a little 
odd, especially as most children have not 
physically been in school since the end of March. 
However, the end of term is officially Wednesday 
15th July, and the children of Critical Workers will 
end school at 12:30pm to enable staff training and 
some initial preparations for next September to 
begin later that afternoon. Although next week will 
also be the last series of tutorial sessions for Year 
10 & 12, work will continue to be set for students to 
engage with through to Wednesday 15th July. 
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I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate 
the Year 10 & 12 students for the way they have 
engaged with these tutorial sessions. The feedback 
from the students has been very positive and our 
staff have been very impressed by the overall level 
of engagement that has been ongoing since the 
beginning of lockdown in March.  
 
There is a lot of talk in the media and other sources 
about ‘how will students ever catch up’, how will 
they ‘recover’, or ‘close the gap’. However, from the 
experience of the students in Year 10 & 12 who 
have returned and from the initial reviews of 
progress by the staff who have worked with them, 
we feel that both academically and pastorally they 
are in a strong position and better placed than we 
may have expected. This is good news overall, but 
we will need to insist that once students do return, 
they are doing all they can to contribute to a strong 
and positive learning environment that will enable 
all children to thrive. Any incidents of poor 
behaviour, or failure to adhere to the safety 
routines we will establish, minimising the risk of 
infection across the school, cannot and will not be 
tolerated.  
 
New Year 7 – Virtual Tours 
 

Throughout the past week and into next week, 
pastoral staff have been making contact with 
students who will be joining Year 7 in September. 
This is part of their virtual introduction programme 
and will support their transition from Primary to 
Secondary education. If you have a sibling, or have 
a friend who is transitioning, please direct them 
also to a new series of videos on the school website 
which provide a ‘Virtual Tour’ of the school. 
Similarly, if you have a younger child, currently in 
Year 5, you may wish to watch these as part of their 
preparation for transfer and choice of secondary 
school in October 2020. 
 
PFA – Pizza 
 

On Saturday 11th July, our amazing PFA are 
providing a ‘Drive Though Pizza Service’, between 
5:30pm and 8:00pm. For obvious reasons they 
have not been able to hold their traditional summer 
fundraising event, “Party in the Arc”, so if you want 
to let someone else do the cooking for you on a 
Saturday evening, enjoy great pizza and help raise 

money for the PFA, please follow the link below or 
for more details, ordering and payment information: 
 

PFA Pizza Drive Through 
 

 
 
 
 
With best wishes for the week ahead. 
 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://www.pta-events.co.uk/pfajoa/#.Xv89Dy3MxQJ

