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Weekly Newsletter

Dear Parents,  
 
This will be the final weekly letter of this academic 
year and I would like to begin by thanking you for 
your continued support for our school over what 
has been a very different school year than the one 
we may have been anticipating in September 2019. 
Having said that, I am immensely proud of the way 
our students, parents and staff have risen and 
responded to the challenges we have all had to 
face. Every challenge also provides opportunities 
and I hope that we can maintain a focus on the 
positive changes we have made to all aspects of 
our lives during this time. We are blessed to have 
such enthusiastic students, supported by staff who 
always strive to inspire your children to be the best 
possible person they can be in whatever they 
undertake. I am also sure that there will be more to 
face, however, if we unite as a community our joint 
enterprise, with Christ at our side, will enable us to 
win through.  
 
The usual summer examination season, did of 
course not take place however, we still have a large 
number of students who will be looking forward to 
progressing onto University or to the world of work 
later this summer and we wish them all well and 
every success in their future. 
 
When we return in September, we will welcome our 
next cohort of students to begin their education at 
St Joan’s and expect also to welcome back a 
significant majority of our current Year 11 students 
as they return to study as part of our Sixth Form.  
 
I will be issuing a specific letter on Monday to all 
parents regarding the adjustments we are putting 
in place to enable all students to return full time in 
September. It is important that you take time to talk 
these through with your children and reinforce our 
expectations and systems of controls which will 
mitigate against the potential transmission of the 
virus. To help establish the expectations and 
changes to daily routines, the start of term will 
begin for most students (other than Year 7), on 
Friday 4th September. Year 7 will have a full 
induction day on Thursday 3rd September and 
another induction session on Friday 4th September. 
During these induction sessions pastoral staff will 

focus on welcoming back those students who have 
not yet returned to school, cover necessary health 
and safety information and provide timetable 
information and new routines for the year ahead.  
 
Please take note of the start and finish times for the 
student induction day as outlined below.  
 

Friday 4th September 

Year 7 

Start:   9.30 am  
Finish: 1.00 pm  
Lunch: 12.00-12.30 pm 

Year 8 

Start: 10.30 am 
Finish: 12.30 pm 
Lunch: Students are able to access the 
Café until 1.00 pm and then depart. 

Year 9 

Start: 10.30 am 
Finish: 12.30 pm 
Lunch: Students are able to access the 
Café until 1.00 pm and then depart. 

Year 10 

Start: 10.30 am 
Finish: 12.30 pm 
Lunch: Students are able to access the 
Café until 1.00 pm and then depart. 

Year 11 
Start at 9.00 am 
Finish at 11.00 am 

Sixth 
Form 

Start at 9am 
Finish at 11.00am 

 
In advance of the new term, please remember to 
check your child’s uniform as it will have been a 
long time since they have worn it, and likely that 
many will have grown out of their uniform. New 
items can be purchased from, ‘Beat School 
Uniforms’ in Watford (0844 879 7288) or ‘Pullens’ 

in Northwood (01923 8400500). 
 
Virtual Sports Week 
 

Firstly, thank you to the PE Department for 
organising such a fantastic and fun event and 
congratulations to everyone who has participated, 



 

Week 37: 10th July 2020 

 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG   T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

2 

students, staff and parents! Mr. Gallagher and the 
PE department will be busy tallying up individual, 
Tutor Group and House totals at the end of this 
week and will announce the winners as soon as 
possible next week. 
 
New Year 7 – September 2020 
 
Over the past few weeks the pastoral transition 
team have been meeting our new cohort through a 
series of virtual classrooms. To assist parents with 
regular updates about the transition process, Miss 
Gray, the Pastoral Support Lead for Year 7, has set 
up an Instagram account which is solely intended 
for parents. There is always a sense of anxiety for 
our new parents, as well as our new students, 
which has been compounded this year by the 
added complexity of COVID-19. We hope this 
platform will provide regular updates, key 
information and help parents become familiar with 
our school.  
 
School Open Events: Entry in September 2021 

 
If you have a younger sibling or have friends who 
are seeking places for their children at St Joan’s for 
September 2021, please be aware that due to the 
restrictions imposed by the Government on large 
gatherings, we will not be able to host our usual 
Open Evening & Open Morning in October. We 
have made available virtual tours of the school and 
in September we will provide additional information 
on the school website about additional 
opportunities to meet with senior staff and hear 
about the provision at St Joan’s, entry 
requirements and other key information. 
 
Assembly Live & End of Year Liturgy 
 
This Friday, 10th July, Deacon Liam will host our 
final ‘Assembly*Live’ at 12:00 noon. If you have not 
yet been joined in with one of our live assemblies 
don’t miss your final opportunity to get involved – 
Deacon Liam always has a few surprises in store! 

On Wednesday 15th July at midday, we will host 
an END OF YEAR LITURGY & LEAVER’S 
SERVICE via the same link, on what should have 

been our last day of term. We would especially like 
to invite all of our Year 11 & Year 13 leavers to join 
us for this final gathering of the school year.  

We recommend that you subscribe to the channel 
so that you get reminders of when we go live. 
 
Support for Parents 

 
Whilst we continue to work with parents to help 
them support their children during the holidays, 
there is a wide range of support available for 
parents beyond school, which can be particularly 
useful during holiday periods when school staff are 
not available. Please follow this link which provides 
a list of organisations, websites, books and 
publications that parents and young people may 
find useful. 
 

Support for parents and families 
 
 
Staffing update 
 
At the end of this academic year we will be saying 
farewell to a small number of staff who have 
supported your children; caring for them, educating 
them and continually seeking ways to enable our 
students to believe in themselves and be that 
special person we all wish them to become. As 
Headteacher, I know that I am blessed to have 
such an excellent staff who have your children’s 
best interests embedded in their hearts. On your 
behalf I would like to thank the following staff for the 
service they have given to the school and to your 
children. Our best wishes go with them as they 
pursue their new endeavours and we wish them 
every success in the future: 
 
Mrs Ramsden (Education Support) 
Mr Barker (Science) 
Mrs Mendel-Lion (English) 
Mrs Egan (Science) 
Mr Rose (Maths) 
Miss Laurito (Languages) 
Mrs Reynolds (Food Technician) 
Ms Murray (English) 
 
And finally, 
 
I would like to wish you and your families all the 
very best for a pleasant and relaxing summer 
holiday. 
 
Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

https://www.youtube.com/theChaplaincy/live
https://www.youtube.com/theChaplaincy/live
https://www.youtube.com/theChaplaincy/live
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/306/well-being-support-and-resources-for-parents

