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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

We have come to the end of what has been a very 
challenging week for both students and staff. Once 
again I am grateful for the understanding and 
support you have shown during this time. I am 
mindful of the perceived injustice some of the Year 
8s have probably expressed if they have remained 
negative during their period of self-isolation and the 
impact it is having on other aspects of their lives. 
The fact that we are following PHE advice will I 
know be of little comfort to them.  I am also very 
proud of the Year 7, 9 and 10 students who 
conducted themselves with great maturity as they 
were dismissed from school yesterday to return 
home to engage once again in online learning. 
Communication from school via email and the My 
Child at School App (MCAS) allowed all our 
parents to receive the notification of the early 
dismissal for Year 7s and 10s students in a timely 
manner. If you have not downloaded this app then 
I urge you to do so, especially if there is a risk of an 
email from school getting lost in your mailbox.  
Plans for next week will be communicated to you 
on Monday so we can take into account any 
potential positive cases of Covid over the weekend. 
 
Sports Afternoons 

 
So far, the virus has made it possible for just two 
sports afternoons to go ahead this week. Year 7s 
and 10s have competed in a range of sports with 
one team managing to get Mr Doyle to play for 
them – I am still waiting to see the deals of the 
transfer fee! I am also impressed with the level of 
sportsmanship displayed amongst the Year 7s, 
with volunteers from one form joining another in 
order to ensure a fair competition. The support and 
encouragement students are giving each other 
provide tangible examples of the school’s ethos 
and values. COVID and weather permitting we are 
looking to arrange the Year 8 and 9 Sports 
Afternoons to take place next week. Many thanks 
to Mr Simpson and the PE department for the 
organisation of these events and to the staff who 
supported in so many different ways.  
 

Reflections on this academic year 
 
Last week I said I would share with you some of the 
thoughts and experiences of students from the last 
18 months. You can read these on the flyer that 
accompanies this newsletter.  
 
Preparing for the beginning of next term 

 
Use Again Uniform 

The PFA are holding a drive through ‘Use Again 
Uniform’ sale on Monday evening 12th July 
6.30pm until 8.30pm. This will take place in the 
school front car park and will run in line with COVID 
guidelines.   
 
The PFA has some good quality items available to 
Use Again.  We can all do our bit to be 
resourceful with school uniforms whilst doing our 
bit for the environment at the same time.  They look 
forward to seeing you. 
 
I have attached the school uniform list for your 
reference. In addition, whilst this is not an 
endorsement, we have received information from 
Clarks Shoes which is operating an appointment 
system for school shoes measuring and fitting. 
 
Issues with reporting absences via the absence 
text line on MyEd 

 
I would like to remind you that we are presently 
experiencing problems with the absence text line 
on MyEd.  If your child is absent could you please 
continue to use the phone line or send an email to 
admin@joa.herts.sch.uk until further notice. 

 
End of Term 
 
Please be aware that whilst we are due to close for 
the summer break on Friday 16th July, with 
dismissal of students at 12.30pm, this may change 
given our present situation. So please look out for 
emails and MCAS notifications.    
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Chaplain’s Corner  
 
In Sunday’s Gospel Jesus sends out his Disciples 
ahead of him, instructing them to take nothing with 
them. This abrupt and ill-equipped send-off may 
have left them feeling quite unprepared. Yet 
because of their trust in Jesus they went, preached, 
freed, anointed, and cured many people. Perhaps 
many of us share that sense of abruptness and lack 
of preparation as we once again had to send home 
our students because of this seemingly 
interminable pandemic. Like the disciples, despite 
the unideal circumstances we are to trust - trust in 
God, but also in our own resilience, our teachers, 
our families and our students. By the grace of God 
we will see our school life return to ’normal’ and our 
hope is better than it was ever before thanks to the 
lessons learned through this time of trial. 
 
Wishing you blessings for the week ahead. 

Mrs B O’Hanlon – Head of School 

 


