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Weekly Newsletter 

Coronavirus 

Earlier this week I brought to your attention that 

we have had our first confirmed case of 

coronavirus within our school community, which 

has brought into sharp relief the importance that 

everyone rigorously and routinely follows the 

control measures we have in place in school, and 

the regulations as set out by the Government for 

all other areas. Amidst rising numbers of 

coronavirus cases throughout England, there is 

a need for us all to be ever more vigilant to 

ensure we are all playing our part to suppress the 

transmission of the virus. That being said, I have 

been very impressed by the response from our 

students and staff to the measures we have 

introduced within school and although keeping a 

safe distance between others is challenging due 

to the physical layout of the school, wearing face 

coverings is helping to mitigate this. The student 

who has contracted the virus is currently in 

isolation and recovering which is very positive 

news. Once the school had been informed of the 

confirmed case we worked closely with the LA 

and PHE to identify the close contacts of the 

student who were then subsequently informed 

that they must now self-isolate and the school 

remains open to all other children. PHE also 

reviewed the systems of controls and health and 

safety procedures the school has adopted in 

response to the guidelines for reopening schools 

and they confirmed the school has complied with 

all statutory requirements and recognised 

several additional measures the school has also 

introduced to provide a safe environment for 

students, staff and visitors. We remain confident 

that the measures we have taken to mitigate the 

risk of transmission of the virus in school are 

robust. The safety of everyone in our school 

community, and their families, remains our top 

priority. I would like to thank all our students and 

staff for following our safety measures so 

rigorously and also thank our parents for being 

so supportive, patient and understanding.  

Remote learning 

Last week I introduced you to the plans we have 

been developing to deliver remote education in 

several different scenarios which could arise 

depending upon an isolated case, as we have 

just experienced, or a partial or full closure due 

to local or national restrictions coming into force. 

Throughout this week, all students have received 

an induction session on how to access, engage 

and use Google Classroom should they need to, 

particularly if they are required to self-isolate as 

a small number of students were required to do 

so earlier this week. These sessions covered 

many of the practical aspects of engaging with 

remote learning, but also several protocols which 

need to be followed by the students who are 

following remote learning. These protocols are 

particularly important when a real time link is 

available to the lesson which is being delivered 

in school because of the unusual dynamics the 

teacher will be required to cover. Delivering this 

‘hybrid’ style of lesson, with some students in the 

actual classroom and others joining remotely is 

an extremely difficult challenge and a new 

experience for our teachers. One area of concern 

that has arisen in these early stages is the 

expectations of those students who are being 

taught remotely. Although they will have a direct 

link to the teacher, they must remember that it is 

not a one-to-one session and the teacher is still 

required to meet the needs of all the students in 

that lesson, either in the class or linked remotely. 

Therefore, students need to remember that, just 

as in a normal class-based lesson, it may take 

some time for the teacher to respond for a 

request for support or further explanation just as 

would happen in a normal lesson. Most of these 

links will also have a messaging or chat function 

to communicate with the teacher, but again, this 

is not for general chat or messaging between 

students as this would simply equate to students 

talking when they should not or would not 

normally do so in a lesson. I recognise that this 

is a new area of development for most students 
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and staff which will take time for us all to adjust 

to. Thank you for your patience and 

understanding during this period. 

Virtual Open Evening 

 

On Thursday 8th October, we will host our first 

ever ‘Virtual Open Evening’ for prospective 

parents and children. As a result of the 

coronavirus restrictions we cannot allow large 

gatherings of external visitors onto the school 

site, however, we have been able to provide a 

small number of families with guided tours. Our 

main Open Events will be replaced with a Virtual 

Open Evening on Thursday 8th October starting 

at 6:00pm.   

Further details can be found on the school 

website by following this link, or by connecting 

directly to the school YouTube Channel. 

Information regarding admission to St Joan’s can 

be found on the school website through this link 

and application forms can be collected from the 

main school reception or by emailing 

admissions@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Liam – Virtual London Marathon   

 

This Sunday, our school Chaplain, Deacon Liam, 

will be running the London Marathon… ‘virtually’. 

Liam is running to raise money for an 

organisation called ‘CLIC Sargent’ who support 

families battling childhood cancer, which 

includes a number of our own students. You will 

be able to track his progress on the day after he 

sets off at 12:00 through the Virgin London 

Marathon Website or app. Please consider 

donating if you are able by visiting: 

justgiving.com/run262 

Library Manager - Mr Feasey 

As well as providing an excellent library service 
for our students, Mr Feasey is also an 
accomplished author. He has just had his second 
book, ‘Dark Art’, in his fantasy and adventure 
series, ‘Whispers of the Gods’ published. The 
book is available through all good bookshops 
and online. 
 

 

School Uniform and lost property 

Over the last two weeks the school office has 

seen an increasing amount of lost property / 

uniform being handed in, however, it has been 

very difficult to return to the owners as most 

items are not marked with a student’s name. Can 

we ask parents to ensure all equipment, (bags, 

PE kit, uniform etc) is clearly marked so that it 

can be identified and returned swiftly. If there are 

any parents who may be interested in 

volunteering to run the second-hand uniform 

shop, we would also be interested in hearing 

from you. Please contact 

admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

With best wishes and blessings for the week 

ahead.   

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 
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