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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

This has been a busy and exciting week at St 

Joan’s for many reasons. You should have already 

received a notification from Mr Hynes, Chair of 

Governors, regarding the appointment of Mrs 

O’Hanlon as Headteacher of St Joan of Arc from 

January 2022. I am sure that you will wish to join 

me in congratulating Mrs O’Hanlon on her 

appointment and continue to offer her your support, 

as parents have to me throughout my tenure as 

Headteacher of this amazing school. I am delighted 

that Mrs O’Hanlon will have the opportunity to lead 

the school community through the next chapter of 

St Joan’s remarkable history. I know that she is 

eager to build on the outstanding reputation of St 

Joan’s and continue to develop the provision and 

school environment to enable our students’ access 

to the outstanding Catholic education they deserve. 

There has also been much excitement this week 

amongst students (and staff) as they have seen the 

demolition of the old science block taking place 

with steel girders coming out of the building and 

walls being taken down. Approximately 60% of the 

building has now been taken down and work is on 

track to have the building down to ground level by 

the end of this half term. 

In other news of activities beyond the timetabled 

curriculum, several afterschool sports clubs and 

fixtures have taken place and 20 students from 

Year 9 were selected to participate in training to 

become a Sports Leader from the Sports Leaders 

Leadership Academy. Year 7 retreats continued 

this week with four more tutor groups participating 

in sessions led by Deacon Liam.  

Key Stage 3 Enrichment Challenge 

Before the summer holidays some of our Key 

Stage 3 students chose to enter last year’s 

competition arranged by Miss Gaughan to 

broaden student’s aspirations. Students were 

invited to create a presentation or short media 

clip to 'Persuade Miss Gaughan to visit a location 

of their choosing'. The students really went way 

above expectations and took on the additional 

challenge to explore and take us with them on 

the journey of learning outside of the classroom. 

All of the students who entered produced some 

amazing and compelling pieces of work for which 

they should be congratulated. It was such a 

pleasure to see some wonderful creativity 

amongst our younger students and it was with 

great joy to issue the winners with their prizes.  

 

There will be another opportunity this term for 

students to shine like a star and show off their 

creative talents. Miss Gaughan has recently 

announced there will be another Humanities 

competition for all students to enter in Years 7-9. 

Please see the information posted on SMH and 

do not hesitate to ask questions by email to Miss 

Gaughan at tgaughan@joa.herts.sch.uk 

OPEN EVENTS for prospective students 
 
Next week we will be holding two very important 

events in the school year; Open Evening on 

Thursday 7th October and Open Morning on Friday 

8th October, for prospective families seeking 

admission to St Joan’s in September 2022. Whilst 

we know that St Joan’s is a highly successful 

school by any measure and consistently 

oversubscribed, we should never rest on our 

laurels, nor take this for granted. We are such a 
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successful school because of our amazing 

students, outstanding teachers and the exemplary 

behaviour we always expect of our students. The 

overall performance data for the school from the 

last 4 years consistently places St Joan’s in the top 

15% of schools nationally, which is a terrific 

achievement for a non-selective school. The school 

‘Open Events’ provide us with a natural opportunity 

to demonstrate why we are such a successful 

school whilst showcasing what makes St Joan’s 

such a special environment for a child’s education.  

To help prepare for this major school event there 

will be an early closure at 2:00pm on Thursday 7th 

October to enable students to return by 5:30pm. 

The following morning, Friday 8th October is an 

‘Open Morning’ where parents can view the school, 

as it would be during a normal working day and 

students should arrive at school at the normal time. 

All students in Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 are required to 

be in school and will be in lessons. Some students 

from Year 11 and Sixth Form have been requested 

to be in school to act as guides for parents, the 

remaining senior school students are not required 

to be in school and will have an academic study 

day. The school will close after ‘Open Morning’ has 

finished at 12:15pm (please remember that the 

Café will be open before school and at break but 

not for lunch service). Unfortunately, due to 

limitations of space, we are not able to provide 

parking facilities on the school site during Open 

Evening or Open Morning and I would request that 

parents and visitors use one of the local car parks 

that are within a short walk of the school.  

Details of the admission criteria to St Joan’s are 

available via our school website where copies of 

our Supplementary Information Form (SIF) can be 

downloaded. This form must be returned to the 

school before the deadline for applications close on 

the 31st October. However, please be aware that 

this deadline date falls within our half term and 

therefore we advise all applicants to return 

documents to the school by 4:00 pm on Thursday 

21st October.  

Information regarding admission to St Joan’s can 

be found on the school website through this link 

and application forms can be collected from the 

main school reception or by emailing 

admissions@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 

PFA News 
  
We are excited to launch our new 

crowdfunding page. Over the last 16 months it has 

been challenging to raise funds to enhance our 

students' education and wellbeing. Events that 

would have helped us to do this have not been 

possible. With this in mind, we have teamed up 

with "Invest My Community" to provide us with a 

platform where parents can see the sorts of 

projects we raise money for as well as provide 

parents and students with an opportunity to support 

these campaigns with sponsored initiatives.  

For more information please see following QR code 

to take you straight to our page alternatively click 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/282/admissions
mailto:admissions@joa.herts.sch.uk
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on the following link. Any donation big or small will 

help towards our goals.  Thank you. 

https://app.investmycommunity.com/st-joan-of-

arc-catholic-secondary-school-parents-and-

friends-ass-2366  

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Optimistic October 
 

A significant proportion of the staff training day 
held this week in school, focussed on 
considering current and future approaches to 
supporting the mental health and wellbeing of 
students and staff within our school community.  
Discussion also took place around supporting 
our wider community and over the course of the 
next half term PSHEE and TCT sessions will be 
used to focus on this very important area with our 
students and school community.  As a starter, 
please find attached to this week’s bulletin, a 
calendar of events for ‘Optimistic October’ that 
families can engage with, particularly at a time of 
year when the nights draw in. 
 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
 

On 1st October the church remembers St 
THÉRÈSE of LISIEUX. There is strong link 
between St Mother Teresa of Calcutta, Udayan 
(a home for children affected by leprosy in 

Calcutta), and our School. The short version of 
the story is the Mother Teresa herself personally 
asked a teacher here if our school could help the 
children of Udayan… and so we did and have 
been for over 20 years! 
 
What strikes me most about the work of Mother 
Teresa, was its simplicity - some water for the 
thirsty, some rice for the hungry, a smile and 
conversation for the lonely. An ordinary woman, 
doing unremarkable things, but doing them for 
Jesus and with great love. Mother Teresa chose 
her religious name in honour of St Thérèse of 
Lisieux. St Thérèse was also known for doing 
“small things with great love” and “all for the 
Lord”. None of us are beyond being saints if we 
follow the example of these two great women 
and do small things with great love. Let us ask 
for the prayers of these Saints, that we would see 
Jesus in all people and do whatever we can, no 
matter how small, to share God’s mercy and love 
with everyone. St Therese of Lisieux: Pray for us. 
St Teresa of Calcutta: Pray for us. 
 
Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 
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