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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to our latest newsletter as we move 

towards the end of our first half term. I would like 

to thank and congratulate all of the students and 

staff for making our return to school such a 

success, especially given the continuing impact 

Covid is having on our society as a whole. The 

atmosphere around the school has been 

excellent and our students should be extremely 

proud of the impression they have made on the 

many visitors we have had at St Joan’s recently, 

as this selection of the many comments we have 

received shows.  

“We are also deeply impressed by your cheerful 
and friendly student tour guides. They left us 
knowing more information about your school and 
feeling the happy & harmonious atmosphere 
within the school.” 
 
“I would just like to compliment your students 
who It was a pleasure to meet. Our guides were 
polite, friendly and informative, as were all the 
children we met during our visit.” 
 
“I visited St Joan of Arc school this morning with 
my child who’s in Year 6. I wanted to say thank 
you to our guides who showed us around: they 
were excellent, comprehensive and patient tour 
guides and a real credit to your school.”  
 
“My friend and I took our children to the Open 

Evening yesterday and we just wanted to say we 

had a lovely time visiting the school. They both 

transmitted the love and appreciation they have 

for the school, in particular for the pastoral care 

at St Joan of Arc. We couldn’t have asked for a 

more caring, friendly and helpful guide. A true 

credit to the school.” 

ADMISSIONS 

For those parents who have siblings looking for 

entry to St Joan’s in September 2022, details of 

the admission criteria are available via our school 

website, where copies of the Supplementary 

Information Form (SIF) can be downloaded. All 

forms must be completed by 31st October, but 

please note that this falls during our half term 

holiday. Therefore, the SIF forms, which must 

be returned to the school, need to be submitted 

by Thursday 21st October at 4:00 pm, as the 

school is closed on Friday 22nd for a staff training 

day.  

CHANGE IN COVID 19 CONTROL MEASURES 

Since our return in September, we have 
maintained all of the additional cleansing control 
measures that had been previously in place to 
supress the risk of virus transmission and to keep 
our students and staff as safe as possible. The 
rising number of cases locally continues to 
provide us with a challenge. In September the 
school took the decision to make the wearing of 
face masks optional, however, the school feels 
that as the infection rate increases, we have an 
obligation to do what we can to prevent infection 
both in and out of school. Therefore, we are 
changing our advice and request that masks are 
to be worn in areas of the school where social 
distancing cannot effectively be maintained, 
such as corridors during lesson change over and 
in the queue for the canteen. Wearing masks in 
classrooms will remain optional. 
 
All students, other than those who are exempt, 
will be required to have a mask with them from 
Monday 18th October. We understand that the 
return to mask wearing at school is frustrating, 
but the school feels we must do all we can to 
prevent infections being taken home from school 
as well as preventing any further closure of 
schools.  
 
STAFF TRAINING DAY – Friday 22nd October 
 
Please remember that school is closed for 

students next Friday 22nd October to facilitate a 

training day where we will be taking part in a 
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schedule of activities with staff from all ASCAT 

schools. 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

On Wednesday 10th November we will hold our 

Sixth Form College Open Event for students 

currently in Year 11, although students in Year 

10 are also very welcome to attend. The evening 

will provide a range of information about our Post 

GCSE course options and the application 

process for the College. Year 11 students will 

also receive follow up sessions in PSHEE, TCT 

and Assemblies to help support their choices. 

FOOD BANK support by the Sixth Form 

One of our Sixth Form ARC (Active Roman 

Catholics) groups are helping out the food banks 

in Mill End and Watford. Next week on 

Wednesday 20th October they are planning on 

selling cookies and other sweet treats under the 

umbrella during lunch. Please inform your 

children about this and allow them to bring spare 

change in on this day to support the activity. All 

the money raised will go towards the food banks 

to help them out in this distressing time. 

ECO-COUNCIL 

This week as part of the newly branded Eco-

Council, students from Year 7 came along after 

school to help with #PlantJOA. The students dug 

up and planted several new plants, flowers and 

even garlic which we are hoping to get put back 

into the canteen helping with our community! The 

students were so great and thoroughly loved the 

chance to make St Joan's look a lot nicer. With 

its success, we will be continuing with #PlantJOA 

next Tuesday after school with Mrs Fitzpatrick, 

Miss White and Miss Hickey with all students and 

staff invited!! 

The Eco-Council will also be announcing the 

winner of their new logo, which Year 7 Forms 

participated in on Monday in the Year 7 assembly 

with cool prizes to be won!  

The Eco Task Force The Task

Mission Achieved Ready for the next job
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
 

In Sunday’s Gospel, James & John ask Jesus if 

they can sit at ‘his right hand and left hand’. 

Basically, they want the places of honour, but 

Jesus reminds them that his glory will not be 

something that comes easy. Working with 

teenagers, we often see the lengths that young 

people will go through to be ‘honoured’ - to gain 

a status, a reputation, to be popular - basically to 

feel loved and important. Many of the things they 

think will bring them honour and happiness, 

cause them to make poor decisions that lead to 

unhappiness. 

Jesus reminds us that His glory and true 

happiness, is found in service to others 

especially those who are weaker, vulnerable and 

less fortunate than ourselves. 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 


