
 

Week 7: 22nd October 2020 

 

 

High Street, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire WD3 1HG   T: 01923 773881   E: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

Headteacher: Mr. Peter Sweeney M.A., FCCT 

1 

Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  

We have finally reached the end of our first half 

term since the school re-opened in September and 

I am sure both the students and staff are looking 

forward to a rest over half term to recharge our 

batteries. During this first half term, our main aim 

has been to provide as safe and secure an 

environment as is possible that would enable the 

students to get back into school and engage with 

their learning and personal development, bringing 

back some familiarity and consistency into their 

lives. The evidence that I have seen from the 

positive atmosphere in the classrooms and about 

the school has been truly amazing and as ever, the 

students and staff at St Joan’s have risen to the 

challenge and made this a very successful half 

term. So much so that if I am honest, this half term 

has been much more successful than at times I had 

anticipated when planning to re-open the school 

during the summer. So, I must congratulate and 

express my gratitude to all the students and staff 

for the way they have responded to the new 

systems and controls we have had to adopt to 

make this possible and thank you also for your trust 

and support for the school. 

 

Personally, witnessing the way the school 

community has come together to ensure we 

continue to provide the high-quality education our 

students and families expect, has been a 

thoroughly rewarding experience and makes me 

feel both proud and humbled to witness how our 

students and staff have responded to overcome 

these incredibly difficult challenges we are all 

having to live with currently.  

 

As I have previously mentioned in recent weekly 

letters, over the past few weeks we have had many 

visitors to the school and the feedback I have 

received about our students and staff has been 

exceptional. Prospective parents have commented 

upon how calm it is around our school compared to 

others and how excited our students are during 

their lessons. On my regular walkabouts during the 

school day it is obvious that our new Year 7 

students have settled in very well and have found 

their feet at St Joan’s. Please therefore take time to 

congratulate your children and I hope they all enjoy 

a well-earned rest next week during half term. 

 
My Child At School (MCAS) 
 
We have recently introduced ‘My Child At School’ 

(MCAS), which gives parents online access to 

their child’s timetable, attendance, classes, 

announcements and behaviour. 

 

From October half term MCAS will also include 

meal payments. Meal balances on ParentPay 

will transfer over to MCAS during the half term 

break. In order to top up your child's dinner 

money account you will have to use MCAS. 

 

Parents were sent an email on Tuesday (20th 

October) giving details of a ‘Recipient Username’ 

and a ‘Redeem Invitation code' and instructions 

to enable parents to register with MCAS. 

 

If you have not already 

registered with MCAS, please 

do so as soon as possible to 

ensure that you will be able to 

pay for your child’s dinner 

money account online or via 

the app after half-term. 

 

Please note that as well as 

being able to access MCAS 

online, parents can download 

an app via the Apple App store 

or the Google Play Store. 

 

At the moment ParentPay will continue to be 

used for trips (not that there are any) and any 

other payments. MCAS is just for dinner monies 

although in time the intention will be to move all 

payments across to MCAS. 
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Progress Checks 

 

This week, ATL (Attitude Towards Learning) 

Progress Checks have been made available for 

students in Years 10, 11 and 12. Mrs Wilmot has 

written to all parents with details of how to access 

these assessments and how to interpret the 

information provided by subject teachers. I would 

urge all parents to read through these with their 

children, noting any areas for action but most 

importantly, to congratulate them on the many 

positive areas of feedback I have certainly seen 

in the assessments. Please contact the subject 

teacher directly or your child’s form tutor if you 

need any additional support or clarification from 

the assessment. 

 
 
Sixth Form Open Evening 

For Year 11 and Year 10 parents and students, 

please be aware of the change to our Sixth Form 

College Open Event. Although it was initially 

published as a face to face event to take place 

on Thursday 5th November, due to Covid-19 

restrictions this can no longer go ahead as 

planned. We will therefore be releasing our 

Virtual Sixth Form Open Evening on Monday 9th 

November. Details of how to join this event will 

be issued to students after we return from half 

term and posted on the school website. 

School Closure – Friday 23rd October 

Please remember that the school is closed for all 
students tomorrow, Friday, 23rd October, as staff 
have a training and development day. 
 
Finally, whatever you are doing this half term I 

wish you all the very best, thank you for your 

continued support for St Joan’s and I wish you 

every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 


