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Weekly Newsletter 

Dear Parents,  

It will not surprise you that this has been a very 

difficult week for the school community, students 

and staff, as we have attempted to come to terms 

with the sad news of the death of one of our most 

courageous and inspiring students, Grace Gaskell. 

The outpouring of grief and messages of sympathy 

sent to the school have been passed onto Grace’s 

family, and her mother has asked me to pass on 

her thanks and appreciation to you all, for sharing 

in their sorrow, and also for all the love and support 

that you have always shown to Grace and her 

family. Indeed, it may well be the case that as 

parents you have also had to respond to questions 

from your children about Grace’s death and it is not 

always easy to either know what to say or how to 

respond. Deacon Liam has provided some 

thoughts to support our staff for when students 

have wanted to talk about Grace, her death and her 

suffering, and I am sharing these with you below, 

in anticipation that they may also be helpful to you.   

Often these conversations become ‘spiritual’ as we 

try to understand how a loving God would allow 

this. This is a common and natural response. But 

often we might not know what to say. Grace’s mum 

has very publicly and powerfully shared her 

feelings on this through her regular live streams on 

Facebook. In her own words “this is not fair” and 

“Grace did not deserve this”. Yet she also goes on 

to remind us that God’s idea of ‘good’ is so much 

greater than our own. She shares how she is in no 

doubt that Grace’s life had immense purpose and 

meaning - that she was here for a specific time. 

Already other children are benefitting from medical 

trials that Grace participated in and she has 

inspired others to raise thousands of pounds that 

will help other children receive treatment that 

Grace never got to benefit from. Many people don’t 

have such an impact in 80 or 90 years of ‘life’. 

We believe in a God who did not take away the 

suffering of this life, but instead entered into it and 

experienced it in order to redeem it. Jesus shared 

in our human suffering and death so that we might 

share in his resurrected life. Through Christ’s life, 

death and resurrection we may know eternal life. 

And through Grace’s life and death, the lives of 

others are already being saved. 

The church has a word for this free and undeserved 

gift of Jesus’ resurrected life at work within us: 

“Grace”. 

Mrs Gaskell’s faith has been an inspiration to me, 

and many others, and whilst such faith doesn’t 

remove the pain of heartbreak and loss, she is 

aware of the peace that God is offering her in this 

time of grief. God is always there for us in times of 

trial, but unfortunately his voice can be so 

unfamiliar to us, that we fail to hear it when we need 

it most. This is precisely why we promote the 

practice of daily prayer - so that our students would 

learn to encounter God in everyday life, so they are 

confident in his presence in the difficult and joyful 

moments of our lives. The best thing we can do for 

our students is help them develop and nurture a 

mature faith, that will support and sustain them 

when life gets tough - whether that’s tomorrow or in 

30 years’ time. Please do not underestimate the 

impact of making space for time to pray each day 

to nature their faith. 

Please continue to talk about Grace - her mum 

insists: “Say her name; tell her story”, and please 

do pray for the repose of her soul. 

I know that many of you have been enquiring about 

how we will be commemorating Grace’s life, which 

we will be communicating to you shortly, but  it is 

also important that we take our lead from the family, 

allowing them to move first before we make any 

plans for our own memorials or services. 

New National Restrictions & Face Coverings 
 
You will of course all now be very much aware of 

the New National Restrictions, which came into 

force on Thursday 5th November and due to last 

until Wednesday 2nd December, to control the 

spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). The 

Government continues to prioritise the wellbeing 

and long-term futures of 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/new-national-restrictions-from-5-november
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children and young people and decided that 

schools should remain open, which we are of 

course continuing to do. The Government have 

stated that the risk to children becoming severely 

ill themselves from Coronavirus (COVID-19) is 

very low and there are negative health impacts 

of being out of school. For the vast majority of 

children, the benefits of being back in the 

classroom far outweigh the low risk from 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) and schools can take 

action to reduce risks still further. 

 

You will also be aware that we have implemented 

a range of protective measures and controls to 

make the school environment as safe as possible 

for students and staff and these have worked 

well and effectively over the first half of this 

autumn term. It is vital, especially as cases of 

Coronavirus are now rising rapidly, that these 

measures continue to be adhered to strictly to 

maintain a safe environment. 

 

Within the guidance for schools that has 

accompanied the new national restrictions, it is 

now expected that for students in Year 7 and 

above, face coverings should be worn by adults 

and students when moving around the premises, 

outside of classrooms, (such as in corridors), and 

communal areas where social distancing cannot 

easily be maintained. As a school we had already 

adopted this as one of our control measures and 

we will be extending this to all areas, including 

outdoors where students are gathering in close 

proximity, such as at break time and before 

school once on the school site. We recognise 

that some individuals are exempt from wearing 

face coverings, but we expect all other students 

to ensure they arrive at school with an adequate 

supply of face coverings to last them through the 

day and should also be worn when travelling on 

dedicated school transport and public transport 

to and from school. 

 
Sixth Form Open Event 

There is already a significant amount of content 

available on our school website regarding our 

Sixth Form College offer which can be accessed 

here. This will be supplemented on Monday 9th 

November when we will release our Virtual Sixth 

Form Open Event, via the school website. 

Students in Year 11 and Year 10 are encouraged 

to review the presentations and subject 

information to help with their decisions and plans 

for the Sixth Form. After viewing the 

presentations, it will still be likely students may 

have additional questions regarding subject 

suitability or requirements and time will be given 

to this in school, however I would also encourage 

students to take their own action to talk directly 

with subject teachers regarding their choices and 

options. 

The online ‘Application Form’ will also go live on 

Monday 9th November with a deadline of Friday 

27th November for applications. If you have any 

questions about our Virtual Open Event or 

indeed our application process, please 

email: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

My Child At School (MCAS)  
 
Before half term the school 

contacted parents to 

introduce ‘My Child At 

School’ (MCAS). This 

online app provides parents 

with access to a range of 

information directly relating 

to their child, including their 

timetable, attendance, 

behaviour, school 

announcements and now 

payments for school meals 

and access to your child’s 

dinner balance. This is now 

fully functioning, and Parent 

Pay is no longer being used for lunch payments, 

these must be made through MCAS. 

 

Please ensure that you have registered with 

MCAS if you have not already done so and 

regularly check that your child has funds to cover 

lunch costs. The MCAS app can be downloaded 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-welcome
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/537/sixth-form-welcome
http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/876/sixth-form-open-evening-2020
mailto:admin@joa.herts.sch.uk?subject=Sixth%20Form%20Admissions%20Enquiry
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from the Apple or Google Play Store. If any 

parent is still having difficulties activating their 

account, please contact school reception either 

by phone or email: admin@joa.herts.sch.uk 

 
Food Bank Donations 
 
A very big thank you to all the families who have 

contributed to the food bank donations online. 

We have already achieved a fantastic £532 and 

the money will be used to buy Tesco food 

vouchers and Clark's shoe vouchers.  

Should you wish to contribute you may do this 

through ParentPay until the end of term. 

Remembrance Day 
 
Every year, the nation unites to commemorate 

Remembrance Sunday to remember all the 

people who have died in wars. Although this 

years’ traditional service for Remembrance 

Sunday on 9th March will not include the parade 

past the Cenotaph, owing to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the Remembrance Service at the 

Cenotaph will continue to go ahead as a closed 

ceremony. Despite the changes this year we are 

all still being encouraged to take part in a remote 

(and socially distanced) Remembrance activity, 

whether that be watching the service on 

television or pausing for the Two Minute Silence 

in your home or wherever you find yourself at 

11:00am. Next Wednesday 11th November, we 

will once again join with the rest of the nation, by 

holding a two-minute silence at 11:00am. 

I wish you every blessing for the week ahead. 

Mr Sweeney - Headteacher 

mailto:admin@joa.herts.sch.uk

