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Weekly Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter. 

Next week we are hosting our Sixth Form College 

Open Event on Wednesday 10th November. To 

facilitate this the school will close at 2:00pm.  

Information has been circulated regarding the 

proposed changes to the school’s admissions 

arrangements and is available on our own website. 

We are seeking responses from as many parents 

and the wider community as possible to assist the 

School Governors as they consider these changes. 

The significant proposed change is to remove the 

need to provide a Certificate of Catholic Practice at 

the point of entry to the school and we would 

welcome your views. Once the consultation 

exercise is closed, the Governors will review all the 

feedback received before a decision is taken to 

either adopt, or not adopt the proposed change. 

Therefore, your opinion is valued and an important 

part of the process, although you should be aware 

the school are not able to respond to every 

individual response, but will respond to the 

collective opinion. 

Full details of the consultation, along with copies of 

the Admission Policy for 2023/2024 can be found 

on the school website. Please send your comments 

regarding the proposals to the school directly 

at head@joa.herts.sch.uk 

MAYOR LAUNCES AUDENTIOR AWARDS TO 

CELEBRATE TOWN’S HEROES 

Nominations are now open for Watford’s 16th  

Audentior Awards, which recognises local people 

and organisations who are actively making Watford 

a better place to live and work in. 

The Audentior Awards gives the opportunity to 

recognise and thank people from all walks of life 

who have been bold, in their generosity and care 

for others. The Mayor would like to know who these 

unsung heroes are, so we recognise, celebrate 

and be inspired by them, so please nominate now 

via their form at www.audentiorawards.co.uk 

This year the categories are: 

• Carer of the Year 

• Charity Worker of the Year 

• Public Service Award  

• Pride in Watford  

• Young Achiever of the Year (25 and under) 

• Good Neighbour Award 

• Contribution to Sport and Healthy Living 

• Chairman’s Culture Award 
 

SIXTH FORM OPEN EVENING 

On Wednesday 10th 

November we will hold our 

Sixth Form College Open 

Event for students 

currently in Year 11, 

although students in Year 

10 are also very welcome 

to attend. The evening will 

provide a range of 

information about our 

Post GCSE course 

options and the application process for the College.  

 
PFA INFORMATION 
 
The AGM meeting for the PFA will take place on 
Tuesday 9th November at 7:00pm for a 7:30pm 
start. I would like to express my thanks for the PFA 
for all of their continued efforts to support additional 
fundraising activities, not only through such 
challenging times as we have all faced over the 
past 18 months, but also throughout my 15 years 
as the Headteacher of St Joan’s. You have all been 
tremendously generous with your time and talents 
and have, and I hope will continue, to add to the 
unique community that exists at St Joan’s. 
  
Over the past year, the fundraising team has 
managed, mainly through online activities, to raise 
over £9,000 which is a fantastic effort given the 
circumstances. The team are always seeking new 

http://www.joa.herts.sch.uk/
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members and this year several long standing 
members of the PFA are taking a step back after 
many years of voluntary service, which again I am 
very grateful for. If anyone would like to join the 
committee, or find out more about the work of the 
PFA and how you can help, please 
email pfa@joa.herts.such.uk 
 

Winter Ball 2021 
 

 
 
Tickets are still available although these are selling 

out fast, so I would encourage you to get your order 

for tickets in as soon as possible from the pta-

events platform where you can book tickets and 

view menu choices. 

As we look forward to a magical night at Moor Park 
Mansion, our PFA team are busy getting raffle 
prizes together. They would be delighted to receive 
an item or ‘experiences’ that could be offered as 
prizes and welcome all donations towards the 
raffle. Items such as bottles of wine, spirit, sparkles, 
to boxes of sweets, Christmas goodies, anything 
you are likely to find in a fabulous hamper, we are 
grateful to receive… thank you. 
 
CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
  
All of a sudden, it’s cold. The days are shorter. The 
mornings and evenings are darker. Death and 
decay are all around as the trees go bare for winter. 
This is why November has always been the month 
when many cultures consider mortality and death 
and traditions arose in which people remembered 
the dead. In our Catholic culture these traditions 
live on beginning with the celebration of All Hallows 
Eve (Halloween). Before being hijacked by witches 

and spray-on cobwebs, children would collect food 
(treats) for the poor. In return for donations the 
children would pray for the deceased of the family. 
A tradition in some places remains where the 'trick-
or-treaters' collect food and money which is used 
to feed the homeless throughout the colder 
months. 
 
Halloween is followed by All Saints (1st November) 
where we honour those who have lived a life of faith 
and now enjoy the joys of heaven. On Thursday we 
were able to celebrate the feast of All Saints with 
delegates from each of our family of schools, the 
All Saints Catholic Academy Trust. Students from 
St Joan of Arc, St John’s Mill End, Holy Rood 
Watford and Divine Saviour Abbots Langley 
gathered together to pray for our schools and 
commit ourselves to becoming saints and building 
God’s kingdom here on earth. 
 
On 2nd November we celebrated the feast of All 
Souls as well as one particular soul - Grace 
Gaskell. Tuesday marked the anniversary of 
Grace’s death and the whole school participated in 
an online service and were invited to come to the 
chapel to pray for Grace and any deceased loved 
ones. We also remembered that we can ask those 
who have died for their prayers too and in Grace 
we have the perfect patron for anyone who is 
battling serious illness. Grace was a girl of great 
faith and was committed to living life to the full until 
the very end and we continue to hold her family and 
friends in our prayers. 
 
For all our deceased loved ones we pray: 
 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them. 
May they rest in peace. Amen. 
 

Dcn. Liam, Chaplain 
 

† † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † † 
 

Wishing you every blessing for the week ahead.   

Mr Peter Sweeney – Headteacher 
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